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Multi-scale Deformable 3D Medical Image Registration Based on Transformer
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Abstract: Deformable 3D medical image registration remains challenging due to irregular deformations of human organs.
This study proposes a multi-scale deformable 3D medical image r‘egistration method based on Transformer. Firstly, the
method adopts a multi-scale strategy to realize multi-level connections to capture different levels of information. Self-
attention mechanism is employed to extract global features, and dilated convolution is used to capture broader context
information and more detailed local features, so as to enhance the registration network’s fusion capacity for global and
local features. Secondly, according to the sparse prior of the image gradient, the normalized total gradient is introduced as
a loss function, effectively reducing the interference of noise and artifacts on the registration process, and better adapting
to different modes of medical images. The performance of the proposed method is evaluated on publicly available brain
MRI datasets (OASIS and LPBA). The results show that the proposed method can not only maintain the advantages of the
learning-based method in run-time but also well performs in mean square error and structural similarity. In addition,
ablation experiment results further prove the validity of the method and normalized total gradient loss function design
proposed in this study.
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lized total gradient, NTG)P Ik it vh HE 22 () 453 2% R %
NTG %0 AR R T — AN BB I MR X 5% )5
(17 BB 2 TR] 1) 22 3 UG (R o B BL A 3 5 B 1 22 43
T BV 5 TN . ELAARTT 5, NTG FI AR B2 (0 s i v
Sty B EUR (6 SR FE . 2 UG S I, 6 40 A7 BE

)

i, 2273 UG B BE R 4 0B 2 ANEE AN, AR Dy Ff ik T

B RE AL BE 5, NTG ot 75 AN UG, [ A s S
S| N SR B PO AS s, 0 e A (R 6 5o T
S P AL AR, TR, NTG RS 70 177616 75 Al i
(R 2 A4 P R I O R 1 46 SR TR S 132 30 PR MR
Mo A5 E e EUER F Z 8§ NTG 1= (6) Fian:

> (VM e A=F)ll)

D (VMo Ally +IV/Fl)

Hoeh, A T 07 A AR R, Mo A — F 3R B0
B3 UGN BRI 22 5 BUR, VI3RS Le {xy) 7
m 154 20 (6) IRAE ZWE 0SNTGS1. NTG # 5 1)
SR R WA BE 2 5, MABR BE 2 S/, 2R UG I
(R 75 R0, /M NTG A 24 FH KAk Mo A

NTG(MoA,F) =

52 Hif4Eik Special Issue

AOF (PIARALE . PG BCHE B 208 i B /M 53 2% bR 204K
B B AR B AR B FE AL B & r Bk iR B =X (7)
Frs:

DD o VIM(x) 0 A= F(x)|
DD o (VIM(x) 0 ) = [V, F ()

@)
Forbt, QFIRFAIM 0 AR BIXIK, FoE XL
At A M e

Lim(M oA, F) =

4 SEEGANZS
4.1 BERE LA IR

ASCAEAS AT HESE |- OASIS (open access series
of imaging studies)™ 1 LPBAP WAl 1 B4 7 v i 1tk
AE. Hor1, OASIS H#E S kU5 Tl 7R e BR #h 22 515
2218 (Alzheimer’s disease neuroimaging initiative,
ADNI), ZHIEEL S 414 N EFHEZANMBEEAFRE
FEERAT IR PR 1 R £ 1) i LB RN 43 5 B (https://www.
oasis-brains.org). LPBA HI#Z& 52444 55 I (Laboratory
of Neuro Imaging, LONI) J &, £ #E £ WS T 40 4~
{8 BR R N )i G AN T30 43 1 B (https:/www.loni.usc.
edu/research/atlas_downloads). & 4 &7~ T M OASIS
M LPBA Hffi 4 v F A5 R (Axial). e AR T
(Coronal) F1 IR (Sagittal) FIYI S, BAR AR N Y
HEIEYI. \

" Axial

Corona

Sagittal

OASIS  OASIS-label  LPBA

LPBA-label

Bl 4 OASIS fl LPBA $#E4 1 MRI YJ A K&
AR 43 1 B 7= 451
XF T OASIS #udfs 5, A SCK BIE BT Ny 128x%
128x128, 3 #ERRFF A 1 mmx1 mmx1 mm, 2R )5 T &
GAT AR HER PLAL 3, AR ShHF IE . R P HCRI I —
1055 T LPBA 54, AT 1.2 mmx1.2 mmx
1.2 mm [R50 HE 00 BT A MG AT BR AT, BTN 128
128x128, FF#EATIH—4b. A T MR SRR, ASCE
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i H AR SN A

Jets OASIS Hdla g% 8 8:2 (1 Hufgl 43 il ghdi 331 H
AR AE 83 M. SR )5, 7E OASIS MIIZREE . M4 LA
Lo LPBA ¥ & s AT REH LA A (K I ECXS. OASIS
YR A A 4 000 11455 e HE K xs I 1l %, OASIS
TSN LPBA #4470 73 2E A 1000 1 455 HE #E %
0t F -
42 IWRE

KT 5 MRS T VAT R HE, AR AR ST
#HEJ712: 510 (center of mass, CoM) #J4H 4k LA K FE T
JE 2 ST S v J79% SYMNet!''. VoxelMorph (VM)™,
NICE-Trans"”'fl C2FViT"**\. CoM & — i i #.45 2L 1)
W 77 i, 7 = 4k = 2 IR O AE % F T 1 € WA
A2 ¥ 2 %0, SYMNet J2& — i bRs o R W] 22 7 ic #E 75
V2%, %7 V2 R A 2 PRk S I v R H R e R R
B #E (https://github.com/cwmek/Fast-Symmetric-
Diffeomorphic-lmage—Registra!tion—évitil-Convolutional-
Neural-Networks). YoxelMo‘rph ST SR AR H ) SR ATV
107G M T AR TR C R T V2, 2 SR A P ) SR TR TC
HEJ77% (https://github.com/balakg/voxelmorph). NICE-
Trans /& — A AFIEACH 2 OBCHE TTV%, 1207 1R 07 5
HIA] AR T ML 25, A5 10X 4% 8 (] I 25 > AL A iy A
AF 4 (https://github.com/MungoMeng/Registration-
NICE-Trans). C2FViT & —Ff A 2I0K5 (I BCHE J7 7%, 1%
T7 AR VT 4 Ja) 1 38 PR AR 5 1 DA & 22 73 7%
PG R 2] UG Z A ) 2 Ry 7 5 AR 5K 2% (https://
github.com/cwmok/C2FViT).

Xof T TR BE 2 I 7, AR SO BT B 7

FELESCHL, MSRTTAR IR, O 1 3RAS ik RE, T A . |

S A0 B A % H OCER  cHE S8 7R SYMNet
w5 R R T 1] — BUER K ;Eﬂﬂ%%jﬁ%iﬁnmélﬁ
BRI 73 A BEE Y 1003 3 A1 0.1, X Voxel-
Morph Fil NICE-Trans [J451 55 g 55, 1 AL S A
Sy AIBEE N 1.5 1 1. C2FVIT RAEH NCC 1Ak
B, BCEBCH 1 AR5 R A Adam AL, W46
SES]HRBEE N 131070 MALE RN E 1, RIS
ECH 160000 U, 55 TR FE 2% > o0t b 7 vE O RF
— 3. W BA I gn A2 15 S Python, VR FE %% S HE
28 PyTorch fiRAS A 1.13.0, SE464# A Al 7 K Nvidia
Geforce RTX 3090 VIl Z5 A1 7Y
4.3 AR

N T AR SV B e A, A S SR AR

L Z# % (Dice similarity coefficient, DSC)* i+ H K% 2.
V) 5 A T3] i 1) 485 ) DX K A R B B AR . DSC BB YT
FEI A 01, BU{E 8K 37 51 B A P UK, POV 1 e e
ARIE R 7 BB B R RS 58 95 |y
£ % (Hausdorff distance 95th percentile, HD95)* 31
fH R AE LS R AR B HDOS T s A R (A (R TR
Z 5, BN HD95 H 227 WA~ BRI T K Bl 7 5
AEAL, BB 2 1) i — S0 B . AR SO X 2R [ 1A
BRF, Y RICHE)E M R Mo, ' DSC I HDIS Iy
2 Xk (8) R (9) fin:

Vxn
 DSC(Xd) = 2 x —X OV

[Vx|+|Vyl

®)
HDY5(X,Y) = max(dyy.dyx)

= max{max min ||x — y||, max min [ly — x[[} (9)
95% xeByx yeBy yEBy x€By

Horb, Vi Vy 70l s U X R Y IR 3R RS, Bx
By 73 R~ B X F Y BIiA F G &R SRS, dyy R
AT BB X AL TG R Sx e By, THEHFE
B Y h AL TR R R N R I B K AH, dyx RoR
XTTER Y RN FE R Sy € By, iPH BB K
X HHTE 1 A UG 3 R SN B S A e KA %%?ﬁé%ﬁ
PR A AT T AT, R G IS 95 | Ak
A HD9S [I{H.

15 AR B AR AU VAl b, ASSC A FH 25 7 AR A0l
(structural similarity, SSIM)[”]%Ei’)] J7iR % (mean square
error, MSE)[30]\WE1%5"]*5@‘@1&???%. SSIM A
JB PGEEMIZES:, I HIE T S AU 22 57, 4 i b
ST EUE A A AR B . SSIM B HUE TS FA 0-1,
HAE BRI 1, R BB k4T, AT S
YR A A ADL N TR G PR ot £ 1R RS . MISE 15 T A
B 2 [ BEME R I 2 7, FFR X B8 22 7 (1~ J7 {A 3K
G BCF A MSE BIEUE N, R A~ BHE A
L A SCH N R EUE R R S x iy R BB
X R Y fE58 i MARKIEUE, MSE F1 SSIM 152 34N
=X (10). X (11) fiow:

MSEX,Y) = S (=302 (10)

Quxpy +C1)Qoxy +C2)
(% + 13+ C) oy + 05 +Ca)
Hodr, CIAICy &8 T A A A e P 1 s in ) £, @
WHEANC) = (K L FICy = (KoL)?, Horh, L 2 G H

SSIM(X,Y) =

(11)
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BRENSTEE, K MK RPN NEE, ]T 1R
FERRMAERI VTS, pox Rl ey 23 02 UG XA Y 193, o
o2 5 BB X R Y K572, oxy REB X R Y 2
[V 75 22, TS A iR

Z| =
M=
=

Mx =
=l (12)
L&
,UY=N;)’;'
| &
“izmzm—ﬂx)z
=1 (13)
| &
2 _ 2
UY_N—I;(V’ Hy)

| X
oxy =3y Z(xi —ux)(i = Hy) (14)
i=1

R, 0 T VAR M R, A g
Ttest 45 b7 S 1L AENERME /7 2 7R 107 4 Bl
61, 0 — 4 0 L 1 0 2 0 e A 8 8
2 B 1,

4.4 LWHERKSHT

&3 B T AR R T OASTS

SR AR LPBA SO - 1P B, CoM 77 4%t

SSIM T s X, 155 HAh J7 VR A0 L AT A7 1 i 2 22
. CoM it 115 FER 1 5 O R AT B v, B AR
FH G 1 TUART Fh {5 5, 17 2008 17 T4 P 5 £ 4 4 A
ZERAE B DRk, 75 B 4 A AN AR NI AR I, %
TR R IR E. CoM A 54 GPU kg
A7, T CAAR 5 HoAth 7 VA AR B 18] B 33EAT R SYMNet 7
LPBA $U4f 4 h B R R I 4, LIHAE DSC F1 HD9S
J7TH. SYMNet f& — i B~ X FR 14 00 4% 45 4 10 Jc 14 7
e, TK G AT By b A R AR (R A AT
SR AT AR5 R 5%, S80S R OASIS Hfit 4 b (AL
FEREA . VoxelMorph Fil CNN S bk FE R R v,
FEPI SO 42 R B 5/ B MSE. 4R1TT, CNN 7E
ST K 5 R R A T R B, AR 1
WA J5 . NICE-Trans 7E OASIS #5441 LPBA %[
P I R TRIRE H €, SCMHRIN RS K. A SYMNet
F1 VM, NICE-Trans 7£ DSC F1 SSIM 75 T B 5 4f, 15
FEARME BN AR T A S 7 2. %05 R BB 15 6 AT
AT HCHE, RENE A0 BB 2R (AR, (HVT SRR A
BARK. C2FVIT 75 P /N0 4 1 R I H 5 P e TS 8
MITHE A, 78 OASIS Hif & FigATI [A{h 0.0793 s,
7F LPBA ¥#4E4E AN 0.0370 s. 2R1M0, H1-F C2FViT
K NCC 1R AR BE &, Jeid AR U i 4 2 v

a5 AR TR R RZE I VE R, KU AE DSC AT HD9S J5 LR R AR T, FEM T B 28 WIRCHERCR, T DUEEAA R I

X

T, FCHERS BB Bl SR ZROK. BARE W MSE Fl AR ARSI . \ B

# 3  KJI7EAE OASIS Fl LPBA Hl4E B HELE S © =

I OASIS g A S IPBA
DSCt HD95| MSE| SSIM? Ttest]  DSC} HDY5 |, MSE| SSIM? Ttest|

CoM 0.7592 23.5419 0.01074 0.6432 — “ 0.7153 12.7895 0.03512 0.6948 —

SYMNet 0.8706 18.2607 0.00567 0.8561 03696 © 0.9306 7.704 1 0.01619 0.7814 0.3175
VM 0.8569 16.9353 0.002 60 0.8608 0.3841 0.9268 8.0385 0.01475 0.8070 0.2302
NICE-Trans 0.9385 7.0131 0.002 19 +0.9024 0.1691 0.9309 7.8078 0.01318 0.8101 0.2916
C2FViT 0.9359 7.3169 ,‘0.00194 0.9032 0.0793 09152 9.2411 0.01957 0.7515 0.0370
Ours 0.9473 6.§2436 0.00185 0.9068 0.0876 0.9370 7.0706 0.01254 0.8242 0.0751

AR EAE OASIS R4 LPBA HUiE 4 b3y
RO B UL AEPE e, (R IE PR T 805 BT 580K
IR LA AR T A ST VAR RFE R A . 4 Jy M 5%
ZAMPEABUR R ER T B aE Ao, AH B Voxel-
Morph Fl SYMNet [#] CNN 544, A (777K & T
WK AR ) Transformer 2544, 865 55 4 M ik #2 4 /A1
JEEBRRE, DR B, MR AR, fER A
R, A5 VoxelMorph A1 SYMNet A Lt
7£ DSC M HD95 J71H B~ 1 LB PERE, X KR ZE
D, BCHERS B2 R MESE T NICE-Trans (1254454

54 Hif45ik Special Issue

LT CNN M Transformer fJZH 4. 2R 1, CNN £E 4k
PG B A R, B R ) 7 B A TR
TX T AR ) 24 6 A P G P AH 6 1 AR X I 7T e T2
SREUR W HME S, 3 00 PR R 1 52 B e ATy
LK I K B FUFN Transformer 454, 7 LAY KGR K
ZWFYE [, R3S B Transformer Ab Bt FAK Ho0 &R
DRI, S 37 925 e 0% 78 BER TG HEAT 2% v BAS SE 4 1) 2
fE. AHELIET NCC ¥ C2FVIT, AL LR A NTG fiE
% 5 4 T b % B8 R 6 BE S B, PR R Mg 7 55 TR 3 0
TC A P 52 M0, AR B B 22 RO A YT R AR 2R PR R A, TR It
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i H AR SN A

PCAERCR A, O 1t — P R PR JTiE AL 3, AC
) T VPRSI, Feon T AN R ECHE DT VAR AR
PR RFR P EIVERE, WHE 5 PR,
AR T FE T2 2 (M IC HE T VA AE OASIS 4
& ERBCHESS R, WAl 6 . tIEl 6 AT, AR STk
FEATA U 1T A0 I 7 &5 SR 15 [ 5 TR (5 9 AR AL
IS B4 EE B AR SOV S Rk B T i A TG HE E RE
(K22 5, A SCHs 3 Bl 1B 45 e i 25 R B hn 21 [ 5E 18
% b, DAE B B 2 18] 1 22 5. LL OASIS i
A B i MRT B4 o B, B BCR B 7 o,
th, AR E BRI IR R BB R, s fRkizg)
B ARCHESS R 1A B OB ER. K 7() o T [ E B
GBS B R Z R K RT 46 22 5%, Szt 9 S 1 o 6 A

0.8
0.6
0.4
0.2%
0
CoM SYMNet VM NICE- C2FViT Ours
Trans
(a) DSC

0.03512

0.01957
0.016 19
001475 0013 18

CoM SYMNet VM NICE- C2FViT Ours
Trans

(c) MSE
B OASIS

09306 0.9268 09385 09309 093590 915 20942309570]" |
08569

A2 5. B’ 7(b) A 7(c) 2 B &7~ T SYMNet fll
VoxelMorph [ 7 5 [, i 5121 2% F1 14 6 45 74 B 2 A7
TE KR B A X, B LA 2 B 6 R R oL e
KEL AR ZE. I’ 7(d) F11E 7(e) 43 )27 T NICE-Trans
I C2FVAT (192 5 B, R K 1A 340 65 g 1) X 397 2
R B, AL 300 77 76 W] B I 40 (MG (o R A K
. 7(f) BoR T ARSI R, 5 H At A
b ] 7 AN A S v o P AR, T L6 S 0g I 5
ST [ 52 B R AR . L 7 AT BA % LE 7 3
FRO R 45 S 3847 2R ) 7 R ROR RO £ i 22 57,
T 2 S 77 5 7 v T A 7 T T £, o 1
S8 45 U5 57 A0 TP B2 R, 556 B8 25
ARG Al Sk

T :4,9

0.8 182607

0.6

0.4 92411
: BO38S 0 78078 73169
0.2

169353

7.0706
65246

CoM SYMNet VM NICE- C2FViT Ours
Trans

(b) HD95

08561 08608 09024 05032

0‘ 8 06948

0.643 2,

CoM SYMNet VM INICE- C2BViT Ours

\ r ~ Trans
~(d)Ssim

\ )

u LPBA,

B S SRR O ek

Corona _~Axial

Sagittal

(a) Fixed

(b) Moving

K6

(c) SYMNet

(d) VM

(¢)NICE-Trans  (f) C2FViT (g) Ours

T2 S IBCHETT VR AE OASIS B4R b e 28
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(a) Initial

(b) SYMNet (c) VM

(d) NICE-Trans (e) C2FViT (f) Ours

7 AFRIECHETT AR S RXS

F 4 JEIR T AR ERE T OASIS i 4 178 ab
LU SE R AR SCHE Dil-VIiT fl NTG X AN s 3k 4T
TIHRRSEES. g5 R EoR, BAAMEH VIT B85 NCC 1
R REACL R B 1) R 2 T vk AR O M R v O TG E M, (H
1545 Btk 25 1), 454 Dil-ViT F1 NCC B v 7735 DL &
ZE4 VIT il NTG IBCHE IR B B A2 B R, (EAH
Pb IR 2R 57, S TR AR 35 Frid o, 3 9 I L ot R
BE— B B A ST VE G e

K4 Ry

FF% DIil-ViT NIG. DSCl 'HD95|  MSE|  SSIM}
0 — —_ 935975 73169 0.001943 0.9032
1 y — 945056 6.8998 0.001867 0.9066
2 — N 944141 6.8873 0.001871 0.9068
3 \ N 947332 6.5246 0.001858 0.9070

— J7TH, B2 AGFIANL Be % 35 Bh WX 48 ST BE TV
(1 BEAE P9 25, 3 BT DA B b O B AR AR s 1) &5 4 A%
LEURHE. Dil-VIiT ¥R GRS BA K4 R R e f2
R 1) VIT 456, il g 1 R T i 2 RE B
R IBRFAE R ENRE 7). 5 — 7, 25T NTG 4k
PR ECRI F UG B P2 A 2 5] S RCHERL R, @ R A
1GOK AR (AR A0 5 F5E , A B T A5 28 oA i T 5 AR
454 Dil-VIT Fl NTG HIFC T 792 Re % [ i ) FH 5 2 64

s, BERA G HERERE. DIil-VIT MLNTG 71

DSC. HD95. MSE 1 SSIM #& b5 b R ELIE R T
TE SER B E"Jﬁﬁi@‘ﬁﬁﬂfhﬁ}iﬁ}ﬂﬁf
5 Mg
ACFEH T —Fh 3T Transformer 72 K& ] 4R
TE = 2 P 22 UG L HE 77 3%, 1477177 DU ROk B R A7
PR Z A8 . AR SCAE N MRI G EGE it 7Tz
() 7€ T 0 5E f LU A, 45 SRR W Pl 7 VAR T A% S iy e
#EJT 15 CoM, LA I TR FE 2% 2] (L #E 77 % SYMNet.
NICE-Trans. VoxelMorph 1 C2FViT. AN 50 H 32 B
DUBRAE T3 T — i 455 K 5 A Transformer )
BCAERERY, 51N T NTG A& AR ANE B & 5 1.
T K RERTE SN Transformer AR, A SCHEH T

56 T iteLEik Special Issue

—FhIEF AR B FR B0 Transformer #5583 KK
BT, WM A A X R AR 4 T KSR B G 2 5 L, S
1R Jo R FR A 15 5, WA T SR 0 2 70 % 4
% R R S e . R S 1 U, B
ik A5 AR TR G O B R AR, A A AE A 3
1 VA 15 J6 0 7 43 % 0 R 40 s R T . o
T3 T3 3 (4R DL 2 0 25 5 52 B S G, A S|
N T NTGEH A S &, NTG 2T ilE 5 52
A T 2 4 B R P B R I — R, et
R R  25 PE PR 75 B 25 DR 25 6 L 4 £ B
BT, T S5 U0 SE RS B 1 2 2 LR I . a4, A SOt
NTG R G 45 B M G5 4, 0 BLAE A0 T A 0 B 1 5T 2
AT 7Y i A A M R B

Feoke, ASORE LA LA J7 T 2 52 18 B Uy 15
B L B R MR e (1) 25 0 T 2 R TR
165 s I8 B 02 0 1 2 PR M A 55, L R
T MRI R (2) 75 P9 25 A58 Py S RUSE 2 1] A A
&, A SO AR A 7 1k B R AN

. \ S35 3k

FOHE IR, AR, R, 55, B TR 2] R A R I HE

BBt . M BN LRSS R, 2021, 57(15): 1-8. [doi:

10.3778/j.issn.1002-8331.2101-0281]

2 DHESE, Fm A HE TR SR v B S 2 R EL At 5T
AR A TR SRR, 2023, 44(3): 226-234. [doi: 10.3969/
j.issn.1674-1242.2023.03.002]

3 EREE, RAEZE, RUk>D¢, % ANF CT-CBCT Fo#f 7 k0t
FR I ] ey U B R B R AR ZE MR, AR E R
K224, 2023, 57(3): 217-222. [doi: 10.3969/j.issn.1672-
4194.2023.03.014]

4 JiHZ, Li YS, Dong EQ, et al. A non-rigid image registration

—_

method based on multi-level B-spline and L2-regularization.
Signal, Image and Video Processing, 2018, 12(6): 1217—-1225.
[doi: 10.1007/s11760-018-1274-0]
5 Chun SY, Fessler JA. A simple regularizer for B-spline
nonrigid image registration that encourages local
invertibility. IEEE Journal of Selected Topics in Signal

Processing, 2009, 3(1): 159-169. [doi: 10.1109/JSTSP.2008.
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