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Time Series Imputation Method Based on Diffusion and Temporal-frequency Attention

WANG Pan, ZENG Qian-Xin, YANG Huan
(School of Software, South China Normal University, Foshan 528225, China)

Abstract: Time series imputation aims to restore data integrity by filling in missing values based on existing data.
Currently, RNN-based imputation methods suffer from large errors, and increasing the number of network layers often
leads to exploding and vanishing gradients. Additionally, GAN-based and VAE-based imputation methods frequently
encounter challenges such as training difficulties and pattern collapse. To address these challenges, this study proposes a
time series imputation model named diffusion model and time-frequency attention (DTFA), which reconstructs missing
data from Gaussian noise through reverse diffusion. Specifically, this study utilizes multi-scale convolutional modules and
two-dimensional attention mechanisms to capture temporal dependencies in time-domain data and employs MLPs and
two-dimensional attention mechanisms to learn real and imaginary parts of frequency-domain data. This study also
implements a linear imputation module to augment the existing observed data, thereby providing better guidance for
model imputation. Finally, this study trains a noise estimation network by minimizing the Euclidean distance between real
noise and estimated noise and then utilizes reverse diffusion to fill in the missing values in time series data. The
experimental results demonstrate that DTFA outperforms mainstream baseline models in terms of imputation
effectiveness on three public datasets: ETTm1, WindPower, and Electricity.
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VE Tl R A 5 R ARG &, TBOK (106 B
W97 DA 3R A R AR A S KRS & eAh, B
52 T UL T A Bl TR B A b 7 AN [ RUPE F e 22
&, TR > DTFA X 5 — RUBERFAE (13 FE AR, AT
S Y 1R B M P O I O A R KU R, 2 1
X T AE B EAT AN [ F S 5 I R A I e JC

HE
ConvID 1 ConviD N
!

Average pooling

|

Time domain
2D Transformer

B3 I sk R

TR R 2 R i it =& H A —
MG — IR, BB TN BN 1k 4 Transformer 2.
4 — 4k Transformer /Z H1 B [7] Transformer JZF4FAE
Transformer JZ4H 1%, )2 &R 1% H Transformer 4wt 2% 5
VRS A B R SCE S W) (8] Transformer 2KV
I 1) Al P 7 1) 2 20 %% AN R AIE B0 B TR) 46 68 12, T RR AR
Transformer Jz WV REAE R J7 7] 5 2] & AN B %1 B4R
FEAH R
3.5 SUEIEE SRR

FH T IR EAY 6 2 58 R R 1 AR =,
T ARUSARF I 388 5 30 B, 7 O T s Jl S0 1k AN st 2 i 5 5
F=8 HME ., B DA EE I SRR A R AT 27 =) IR T
ER R AESIRE D). R, 2 ST s 1 ek e
A B ) T B Z REAE T4 Al A MY (R HERA 2,
R A2 X T B AR B RRAE () I 504 RO B
e

ASCHE T — PR E B, AR R
il LA 2 (FFT). 2 )2 EBAHL (MLP). Transformer
JE AR R A B AR 2 (IFFT), Q& 4 B

-
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]
Temporal FFT Channel FFT
Temporal MLP Channel MLP
Temporal Temporal Channel Channel

Re-Transformer Im-Transformer | Re-Transformer Im-Transformer

HQH_J

Temporal IFFT Channel IFFT

I

B4 sk R

TE1Z R Temporal FFT /25 Channel FFT JZ
W IS B 23 ol L B TR] A4 N G T 4 S B R AT IR A
I 2 V) PR R . e 4R S I RS ECHE Y K 20 0 B N
Temporal MLP 5 Channel MLP #4722 2], SEEL 4 HE
JEL AT B5 2 143 R AR R A B, DL R A 4R AS [F i E 2
() ()8 7E o0 SR A1 L AR % MLP 1% H vl gt —
FoRN:

Yap = o(YW + B) (16)
Horh, o FORBUEREL, Yamp € O, Y € O W e CmXm,
BeC". HTYSWEIAEESERE, RS Heeikk,
L (16) FaRM:
Yuip = (YW + B)
=0 ((Yr+ jYD)(W, + jWi) + (B, + jBi))
= (Y, W, + jY, Wi+ jY;W,— Y;Wi+ B, + jB;)
= (Y, W, —Y;W; +B,) + jo(Y,W; + Y;W, + B;)
(17)
DRI, AT 50K b B Y (1) S50 5 R 5T 45
X T rH AT B A S EOE B 5 R 2O R I8 Re-Trans-
former /=25 Im-Transformer JZ 2% > S8 KR 7 =4
FES R, DL R A M P 52 (1 g M) I e ¥ BB TR I
S HSE i Temporal IFFT JZ8( Channel IFFT E#%
e IR R

4 SEI
4.1 HIEE

AWFFAE R 3 A A TT 2 Jo I 8] 7 51 8 4R
EETml. Electricity F1 Wind Power X} DTFA #E47 i #h
AR A PPAS.

ETTm 1" o 78 1 38 T B 308 4 b i AN R
AL E T ST MR LA K 6 AN [RI 282 1) A0S L IR £
BREE R, B EEGERE Y 2016 £ 7 A 1 H
2018 4F 6 FJ 26 H. ETTm]1 ¥4 4~ ETT ¥ 4 1
AbERZ 5 B —Fh AR, 2085 LA 15 min 18] @35 5 R,

PRVE RMRAE, 2 TR0 4 A H BURE RIIEE, T4
1) 16 A A EARE N IZRER. IF HAHT FUis i 3 & O
RIEAT 2 JOI FFFEAR B IURE, Horh i HOR/NCE N 24,
WP KEEN 12.

Wind Power!"): 1% X 7 & FL A S 10 B 7] 2K 7 F
92020 451 H 1 H-2021 45 5 H 22 H, 33T 7 M
i, HedE Bl 15 min J9[E] BG4 SR FE, St 48 673 M
AR BAREERIRI S LRI EUORE 755 ETTm1 $idi4E
BRI, B RN E N 24, W B K E N 12.

Electricity! ) J5 [ UCI 174 %t () Electricity Hi
JIEAE SR LS N 370 A% 7 oS A 1 Y R, R
LT FLES . ZEAEAE L 15 min ARG 50 RAE, Heit
140256 ANRAE L, BEASKAE S RA 370 ML, /£4
WO 1ZE SR E R K/ 100 B 100 % 1H
AT HUFE.

42 TFNIERS KBTS

AW FEALT 3 AN P4 ek A H F B A FR AR
Kt e DTFA HFItERE: 7R 1R % (root mean square
error, RMSE). “F¥J#4i %} % % (mean absolute error,
MAE) FES: 5y S EZVF 4 (continuous ranked
probability score, CRPS), — % I EUE /N & BB AL 1)
AN R B

RMSE 5 MAE &4k 7 HSE -5 FNE 2 18] (¥ 22
F, FE M TP B AL [ A4E 55 B PERE. RMSE f
) RV S B REAEL, T MAE W] DU S A B35 22 1) 52
Bt AT 7 ) RMSE F MAE 1505 3R] LR R A

Zlel Zfi):l [((Xtarget -(1-M) @Ximpute))z]l,d

Zf:] Zj:l (1=my

RMSE =

(18)

Ld
Z;‘:I Zfi):l |(Xtarget -(1-M) ®Ximpute)| |

9
ZIL:I 25:1 (1= "

CRPS J&—FhvPAl B8l 5 WE 2 43 A 22 7 IR A%,

MAE =

7
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PERE 505E T A5 DTFA M shdERtE. AcS% T
Tashiro % N85 72, #5354 r $di 2k
Aa(D7H (@), X) = (@ = xp1())(X = DN @) A5, Horh
IALBUK - € 10,11, D™ ) & 5345 DAL, TR

T ASHIE 70 B A i 100 SRS DL AL B 958 1)
o3, PR U5 0.05 Z1 5 1 55 85003 6 BOK - 19 43
Ak, B, AT BT At AN SR ) CRPS 1HEF
BHEVE NP R bR, Bk 0T

1
CRPS(D™',x) = f 2A,(D” (@), x)da
0

19
~ Z 2Aix0.05(D (% 0.05),x)/19  (20)
i=1

} __CRPS(D™',%)

CRPS(D,X) = =5

|X]
AW F) DTFA 2% T PyTorch HEZR & & 1,
J-7E 16 GB 17 NVIDIA GeForce RTX 4070 Ti
SUPER GPU I H &R _E#EATII8R. B0 LA IR, 52

BHISEKEWE 1 PR,
£ 1 SLSHENE

e2))

ZH WHEE i
Batchsize 32 AL
Optimizer Adam b3

Learning rate 0.001 E S
Attention head 8 VN WADS
Layers 4 BRZEEH
Num steps 50 NG

43 B4k

N T B AE DTFA fIVERR AR B, AW Tk T —
RIVIET IR 2 S ML i 5 Z S L.

M-RNNP: Z A58 ff F 0] RNN 283547 1 1, F
KA T GRU-D [ ] 5295 bR BOR A 3R A5 2R k.

BRITS!: iz 5 A [ B 45 B 7 X1 RNN LA K&
GRU-D I [] 52 9 bR 280K 0 I 18] J 1 AT AR, A ]
ZHAETF R BB /E N RNN BRI A8 &, #2513 H
RNN [ BRGECR A HEAT 4 fb.

Transformer': £ AHF 78 FF A AEFH T Transformer
HIgmAg 28384y, 2288 7 Transformer HfRERD 28 LY.

SAITSPH: iZ L RURFH T — b 4 5 478 4 A0 0000 {1
HEBCA AN G 7 1%, A AN A BE B 7
R THRI— AN AL A A B LUK R T e 27 s A

8

GP-VAE"): 145 R 75 78 77 2% ] v 1 s i Se ik
FER IR [0 307, 3L ELBO (AR B35 (AL

CSDIM™: IZARAY J& —Fh 543 B S AR HIORE AL,
T8 I A AR R B DAE — 5 4 R [A) R ARFAE 1
FHIA.
4.4 ITLELIG

AWFFAE ETTml. Wind Power 1 Electricity 24/
8 T T HRANSCR X LL LSS, Ak 2 Fros. HoA i
AR R R BN 10%, et 6 b i ink k&
N, XTSI F B, DTFA 7€ ETTm1. Wind Power
A Electricity $4 £ b i fh 5% 22 25 0K T JH At i 2 A5
B, A UER T DTFA sl YAz AR 7). AR &,
DTFA /£ ETTm1 3% 1) RMSE 5 MAE 5 %N
0.103 11 0.065, bt 5k 28 455 7Y f) 4% 22 40 ) PR AR T
7.21% K1 4.41%; £ Wind Power ¥4 4 L f) RMSE 5
MAE 43 %1259 0.127 F10.022, bt et ik £ 5 7 (2 22 4y
SRR T 3.05% F1 15.38%; £ Electricity 5 4 E1)
RMSE 5 MAE 435124 0.122 1 0.053, Hbief dik £ i 7Y
HIRZE 7 A FEAC T 6.87% Al 5.36%.

# 2 DTFA 5RELEMTE ETTml. Wind Power 1
Electricity 44 4% M) RMSE 5 MAE

FiAY ETTml Wind Power Electricity
M-RNN 1.395/0.989  0.840/0.668 1.869/1.269
BRITS 0.265/0.142  0.196/0.081 1.346/0.883
Transformer 0.184/0.116  0.199/0.091 1.294/0.821
SAITS 0.183/0.123  0.178/0.060 1.148/0.737
GP-VAE 0.465/0.334  0.408/0.299 1.565/1.094
CSDI 0.111/0.068  0.131/0.026  0.131/0.056
DTFA (Ours) 0.103/0.065  0.127/0.022  0.122/0.053
AR 43 B (%) 7.21/4.41 3.05/15.38 6.87/5.36

M-RNN K TGEH B R B 2 MR, T3
AR Z R R, R BRITS i i K G2 H A8 RNN
Pl 1) A% B DA SRR R AR SG 1, 7 2 )4k M et G
VEFE MG RNN 25 4R P (1 PR, AT S DA K B (G b
%%, GP-VAE 1] f¢ [A] Fe 4% & 55 S04 45 A7 UL e 1R 2 1
BEHRZER K. Transformer 5 SAITS &35 T2 Ji¥l
i, 76 3 M4 B4R RE R SRBE 1 9. CSDI
5 DTFA &5 T4 B M (R H # SR, 1 5 AT
Hh L LAY AE RMSE A1 MAE Fe k5 B B AT B B A0, 78
FRAE 45 B 35 10 Electricity B0 45 EACR BN B2, 48
EFriR, DTFA SEHL 14 BRAEHE 15 I A0 3 77 1 3K
g4, I T 2R EUE Y S B A B R A
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N T B L DTFA 5 R EAN [F ik R
i e ERAEAMERE, AHF T ETTm1 U4 251 5
A 10%—90% H#f Sk 2k LAHEAT B0 AIE, & 3—38 5 70 il 1F
Y2~ T RMSE. MAE F1 CRPS I VEAL 45 5. 1%525%
S5 R, S TN AN [F) AR BE B AR I HHE £, DTFA 1

FHANICRMAR T S fh I 2805 1%, Hoe BB %
PEAE T LUBE 78 20 % 3% DTFA K24 168 . BAKTT 5,
DTFA (] RMSE FH3 T AR S AR A K 1 0.58%—
8.53%, MAE AT SR BB PR T 0.98%-7.79%,
CRPS B T B ALK H LA EIL T 1.08%-7.35%.

# 3  BRRAFER, DTFA 5F3EEMRIAE ETTm] 54 L 1) RMSE % bb szat 45 51

FEEA 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%
M-RNN 1.395 1.415 1.420 1.420 1.419 1.415 1.406 1.417 1.405
BRITS 0.265 0.290 0.328 0.357 0.378 0.418 0.448 0.503 0.542

Transformer 0.184 0.225 0.223 0.219 0.221 0.260 0.277 0.313 0.343

SAITS 0.183 0.196 0.208 0.221 0.236 0.265 0.284 0.316 0.350

GP-VAE 0.465 0.534 0.599 0.612 0.670 0.734 0.802 0912 1.060

CSDI 0.111 0.114 0.121 0.129 0.139 0.152 0.173 0.223 0.362

DTFA (Ours) 0.103 0.107 0.112 0.118 0.130 0.146 0.167 0.217 0.341

PR E 47 b (%) 7.21 6.14 7.44 8.53 6.47 3.95 3.47 2.70 0.58
£ 4 BKRFEARFER, DTFA 53EMMAE ETTm] BIEE L) MAE X b 9286 45 5

A 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%
M-RNN 0.989 1.012 1.019 1.027 1.028 1.030 1.024 1.034 1.029
BRITS 0.142 0.160 0.182 0.205 0.222 0.250 0.270 0.303 0.331

Transformer 0.116 0.139 0.136 0.137 0.143 0.162 0.174 0.193 0.216

SAITS 0.123 0.129 0.139 0.147 0.160 0.180 0.193 0.205 0.231

GP-VAE 0.334 0.384 0.432 0.448 0.491 0.548 0.594 0.683 0.795

CSDI 0.068 0.071 0.077 0.081 0.087 0.095 0.108 0.132 0.204

DTFA (Ours) 0.065 0.068 0.071 0.075 0.081 0.090 0.103 0.128 0.202

PR E 5 B (%) 441 423 7.79 7.41 6.90 5.26 4.63 3.00 0.98
K5 HREARE, DTFA 5HELHATE ETTm $¥E4E 11 CRPS X Ll 55 45 3

7Y 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%
GP-VAE 0.386 0.446 0.501 0.519 0.571 0.638 0.692 0.796 0.928

CSDI 0.060 0.062 0.068 0.071 0.077 0.084 0.096 0.118 0.185

DTFA (Ours) 0.057 0.060 0.063 0.066 0.072 0.080 0.092 0.114 0.183
PR E 2 L (%) 5.00 3.23 7.35 7.04 6.49 476 4.17 3.40 1.08
4.5 HERSCIE AR ) YR B R KR R B, 1% B % AT DL EIAIE 45 & B A0S

N T IRNIEFE DTFA H AN [R] A0 B AR e 1Y) 3
an, AW T 3 HIE RS, JEAEER RN 10%
() ETTm]1 £#54E EiATI0E, See 45 Rk 6 fw.
# 6 DTFA {f ETTml $3R4E 1l se s 45 0

MR RMSE MAE CRPS

w/o I 3 B iR 0.126 0.072 0.081
wio SIS RS AR 0.134 0.076 0.114
w/o L AEAIRMEEHR 0.107 0.069 0.073
DTFA (Ours) 0.103 0.065 0.057

G RSE IR W], KRR AME B S, DTFA
AL R0 15 il B 2% PR EAT U1 2%, 3 BSORE AL A 4
KR ZEIG K. AZ IR AT LAENIEZE VE Al A AL — € 2
J 108 DTFA $2OEA R 4w 45 I8 Ak 2 2o dls 1) v 42
AR S T 24 25 B I SR R U R

TEHEAT 5 314 BT 58 4 b 72 4 A000 P e ) 446 0
FEAHOCHE. 28 ERTIR, G fd B . I el 5 ik
HAFIR L 2 IR %) DTFA FAE A B8 3 A [F) R
JEE (1 B 2
4.6 FHERBAIXILL

N TR DTFA It thfe 5k 2 25
KRR, AR ZEEMN | EZREEINZE 6 245
SIHEATIRAE, AR E N 10% [ ETTm1 $edE 4 11
SEIRAE UK 7 .

TR 3 PV AR bR AL A e, AR TR
F 7 HAE AT 1 SR AT T N - KA — 4k
bR, G0l 5 s, H g 4R oR RMSE, Bk
I8 MAE, 242838 CRPS. AR¥E B 5 rp 2% il 28 B 4A
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AR, M52 E RO 1 B, DTFA JEik 78 o il it
(8] FP 91 B B 245 B, AT TG 25 78 0 R 4% FLAm AR e
BEE R ZE R RGN, 3 AR E TR AR B AR | B A TR
frEsh. k2 E 80y 4 i), SRR I R PERE,
M5k 2 Z 0N 5 sE 20, AL R B ETHE S,
BB A IS, ASBOR S TH BRI, T Hoe A A
PR RE ™ A T SR SN TR, B A IE I TR 22 R A,
FIAE R R _E BRARAR R )4 MR 22

KT BRREN 10% I, RNEKZEZH DTFA /£
ETTm! $#24 1) RMSE. MAE 5 CRPS )%t 45 5

W72 R EL RMSE MAE CRPS
1 0.1075 0.0677 0.0600
2 0.1042 0.0649 0.0574
3 0.1030 0.0652 0.0575
4 0.1028 0.0645 0.0568
5 0.1035 0.0645 0.0569
6 0.1033 0.0649 0.0571
1.0
0.8
0.6
BiN
oK
=04
0.2
0t ;
1 2 3 4 5 6
522 2L

K5 ANFEBRZEEHO 3 Bl AN FE b iR 22 1K R0

5 diwERYE

AR T T S I A R T B I T )
FAME Y DTFA, 18 i 26 P 4 #ME S AT 9120 1 5k 2%
F b DUORIIE Z 4 (1) 8 B VR RN B S VE . o e i 7 Eim
A IS S5R39 355, 1) B SRR A 2 06 &R, AHIE TR 4y
38 I I e B AR S e S R URFE (S
EPLAE S B i R ) 2R, o DTFA B 803 &)
BEHR FH 22 OB AR I 25 A TRU0 B[R] 3 1) v 22 b R
FERIURFAE, 3R] Transformer 265 8% 4 $5 A [F) i) (6] 25
FE IR TR AR S M. 17 DTFA A8 2 A e DU 5 FH
FFT RN 5 $ods R S % o, JF A A MLP 5 Trans-
former i A #5 7 >J SUECRRAE A 7 78 IR AH 5 4 DL S ARG
PE. i, A7 I8 X B S AIE W] DTFA /£ ETTml
WindPower 1 Electricity 24 % b Fddi#MERESS LT
HADFELEAR R [F] A JE i v Ak SR 3G UE B T DTFA 0
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AL P SR R A Y BT o G ¥ 3 e T B bt R D) 24 J2 A i
IS ERR BT AN, DR DTFA BT b o 7 I 4 4b
A B BR AR . 7E S S RO AT R B R
$2 = DTFA S0 B KRB EE S i 1, DL R g i
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