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PAF-Net: Parallel Attention Network for Efficient Sacroiliac Joint Segmentation

YAN Wu-Jun, WANG Jia-Hui, QIU Yu-Ru
(School of Computer Science and Technology, Taiyuan Normal University, Jinzhong 030600, China)

Abstract: A lesion of the sacroiliac joint is one of the primary signs for the early warning of ankylosing spondylitis.
Accurate and efficient automatic segmentation of the sacroiliac joint is crucial for assisting doctors in clinical diagnosis
and treatment. The limitations in feature extraction in sacroiliac joint CT images, due to diverse gray levels, complex
backgrounds, and volume effects resulting from the narrow sacroiliac joint gap, hinder the improvement of segmentation
accuracy. To address these problems, this study proposes the first U-shaped network for sacroiliac joint segmentation
diagnosis, utilizing the concept of hierarchical cascade compensation for downsampling information loss and parallel
attention preservation of cross-dimensional information features. Moreover, to enhance the efficiency of clinical
diagnosis, the traditional convolutions in the U-shaped network are replaced with efficient partial convolution blocks. The
experiment, conducted on a sacroiliac joint CT dataset provided by Shanxi Bethune Hospital, validates the effectiveness
of the proposed network in balancing segmentation accuracy and efficiency. The network achieves a DICE value of
91.52% and an loU of 84.41%. The results indicate that the improved U-shaped segmentation network effectively
enhances the accuracy of sacroiliac joint segmentation and reduces the workload of medical professionals.
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R L A A R M % T, A%
PR ILEE T T AR G, SRR E & TR
fRAE SR, B 0 e G D RE, A& T R 5] R Bk
PR B FURSHE 2 Wi T s ts KR . B R
g 77 LA R T R . TR DG R R A
R BT ER AT, H 9 A DX PR R 7 Rl 7 5 )
Wb S E S B AL, SR, R R Seik , B
PR AR 2 AR B B AR DAL R B B,
PEN I PEE R R . ThRE AR AT At e e R IR
RALLEE TEEIT I, A RAb B KT T2 X, H ¥
12 B il 7 N IR, IX 0 B v e R 4 2 B I
PRI A 5 K 7 B ) KR A 5414 (computed tomo-
graphy, CT), iz & KL k& 50, w5+ X
1, BRI PR DI R AR O IR ZE . HRHE DG AR
ok BV RE RS BRI I OB 2 W A, B 3
oy EI SRS WIE I R S b BF 1E DI 5 K.

e G B D5 ik, e B BT XSk
o BISE, TR A FLEEEE G BUR I, A1 52 20 5 3,
e DR A5 2500 20 B 0. B TR 2 ST HOR () B
K, BRI M A G o B OB R I T 58K
B 1P Long % N T & ANt o s (A 55 R 70
T H) 4= 5 B 4 WX 4% (fully convolutional network,
FCN), fift ok T 1 SCH B8 43 % in) 8. {H FCN b 48
FE BANEUZ, 3 BIAIERE AN, £ X 7] &, Ronnerberger
s NPT — T FCN ) U-Net [B14 5 B8
SR 4 25 - AL 5% 45 g R R RO 42 1 W A =, 7 v
JERFIERNGR ERFE AT R G, SEOLSE RS A ) 4 8. H A,
5T U-Net S H SO A I R % BB B H AR )2
JSLFH R0 oM AR X DA R % 2R R 43 AT 55
JR I T M RE AR B, (H7E - AT 1 43 0
FERFEL . 2018 4F, Minnema 25 A 1SR F 35 A7 0 22 k) 2%
X HEAT T 43 E. 2019 4E, Klein 25 AR F 24
) U-Net /28505 4= B B #5247 5%, 2020 4F, Noguchi
2 NEER BB MG AT T 4 B 88 104051, 2022
I, X e NPV T Bt U-Net 594856 T i B 8
CT G472 %1, 2023 4E, Qin 25 N5 ] Bei#t U-Net
3 ) I 28 %o 2 B R HEAT 0B R TR A S ) oy
JIVEAE Sy BERA YL D7 T AR T Fo AR G 20 81 07 7%, (R
RKITER B A R R SRR R FEAREER X

2

FE. FEAHT ST S A B LA B R KAk 21,

FIRHE 17 EH TRRAS FI U F R 05 1 ER T 2H %,
LA W MAZE 5. JCH B (R BRI AE 45 5 1 1)
Iy B RARNL, ZRN B BEAIR, 02 7B DX 30N i
BN 2H 2R 56 22 T 245 1 1 K FE AR B, 1453 IX 29 A
[ 4H 2R AT A% AL Gi 1 U B 4381 I 28 70 R4 1
NORFEE AR, BT AR AR AN T e M T R A (R
B, BLAE SRR R B A 52 21088 1 4 e ) BR 1. 5 B 1
R 98 10 I 12 W7 o) dl b 7™ B S SR F O L, R T
RAEWE =R KT 7 FIREEE 5CT5 1 7 VELE I PR B FH
BAELZNAE.

Z B LA b @, AT Rk 7N T AT HE
BT 0 B S I HATIE B JIRFIERL & 2% (parallel
attention feature fusion network, PAF-Net), 1%/ 4% 3T
143 ) n] L R IAR 7 1 U-Net 28484, FREF0FH 5 IR
PEIEAT T &t 1t B etk S R, A S DTk 3 B DA
LA

A X R DT T R A A ) 7 AR AL
N, BT TR B ERRHIE il G 83 (hierarchical cascade
feature fusion module, HCFF), % JX B RF1E Al & S5 & e
% SRS I M A 1 2 HERE O BBV RIBR AL 245 2,
H B A G AL GBI T RS RE B R RR
i el

T EE AL AN S (AR ELAE R T E S (]
FEATVE R J#E R (channel-spatial parallel attention
module, CSPA), XJHFIE B3 AT K5 4R AE 2 U 5 PF 82,
ML G = MU e DU 1) 5 4 AE B, A AR
AR 5 R G G BRERRAE.

SN T RS FE SRR, DRUETE I R H ) SE I
I 2R SC0Ks Y B 45 A 245 Ak 1R A% G A5 AR 3
43484 (partial convolution, PConv), B & /bt 504
PN A7 U5 0] B, DT AE DR 55 5 12 E 1) () IR S 30 v 28 )
.

B, BT R EBGEERENREE, B TS50
et am 2 oh, AR5 AE 4 ERFEZ N T A
#4 Dropout, PAH &1 M 4572 AL g

E % m

2 A3T5E

N CT BRH RIKIE LA HH LA
REE, ELAEBE 28 B ALV 0, BUf 3 5 A 4141
DX 73 BE A PR, DRI, A 8RR 2 10 285 A 88 A7 10 23
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I T I Bk . A SR ) PAF-Net S PAEE 7 43 1) 4518k
HR UL 5 A U-Net 15 9L A 0 2%, 4106 201 i 4

PadE4s 5 U-Net A 5ok i th & 347 2. PAF-Net
AR 1 .

» Convolution 3=3
3 64 64 I Max pool 2x2

® Convolution 3x3 [l Block copied
B Convolution 1xl g Dropout 0.1

3
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Bl 1 PAF-Net BRIV {RLE )

PAF-Net 584 73 #] 1 B ARG X TN CT
B, B e 2% 1) T R Z B R R I BRI 1E X
FHIE, Jif i HCFF BBl G bR SURFE, R 4515
B R CSPA B, ¥4 N RAFH KRR, &0 3
A3 SCREIUAN R E FERFAE, P82 2 4k BERAAE s I
J5 RS B PR R E M AR 4L E R, & 2k b
RIEE BUR 3 P2, it e & oy B 45 3.
2.1 ZRERFER T RIEER

FEGEI U BL53 RN 4% (W1 U-Net) 7ERHIE B KA

IR R G 2 VAR (0 B R A BT 35
) SRl /INRRAE B A RS ARIX A T R R /)N
SER BN RN 12 2 S5 401 15 B B A IR, X Ee A Y

&R SR AR P T R B O BIREE OGS B 4R
e, BB UGE RN R, RESDWENE. AT
fife P I ) @, AHESUAE R ORAEE BT T — B TTHT
PR 407515 B 18 % (detail preservation pathway,
DPP). |8 2 1, DPP i@ B R Dl 2 1 3x3 BRZ
T Al AR XS B IE B R BTN SOR R, SRR
PR R sl . R e T B A g 3 B 354 = 4 R
B R, REEA 2Ok B SURE4H S

Z 5, ¥ IR T SRR S S 405 R B @ % (DPP)
R AT i, S 2 REGE, AR T —Z. X
—HEAERIRE T ERBIANE R, XNEE T mERN
T XAE B, BEA R W 45 50 T Bk i 1] R RN 321 2% 1

R, 1T BIRE .

B 1, WIERIERER CT BHE X, FRSTR 3x256x256
BN B B d . X E NG 1| B SF REE
W, B EBTRERAE, 2008 333 BIbsiEGRES
SO B RUR. BEE, AT ERAE, RS KN
Sy xGa56x236 g G 2 A AL ER I R S TR R N
BIG X202 AT B4 51| X§T256X256 3 e )R AIE 7k
BIHMEIEE T MR

Traditional downsampling pathway

_Con\./_ @
B2 BERBAHERSBLLE M (HCFF)

TEJG S N RAEZ o, A BEIEAE AHALE BE A A
A, 76268 2 B, FribskE X, 21356 2 B TR, HR
;U 7 XGRS R 5 1 R SR B H REAE
K X; Z3d DPP ARy XO9128x128 i xy b X, PiftE—
L1 3] X, 92128128 [ f5 gl ok N T 28 (1 55 3 R 4. i 4t
JERAK BESEHE, SR FHAH [E] ) A B ).
22 MHEMZEZEEDHE CSPA

N T B A R EAL AR S IR RE, AMTE 4
WEFL 7 & FpE B IHLH]. 55 5 AU M 2% (squeeze-
and-excitation network, SENet) Z& % 1 & RGN
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2 I 2% R R S T 2 TR AR g 1 9 2 U, R
Ef%ﬂlﬁ%ﬂf%%ﬁ’ﬂ%%ﬁﬁ?&%iﬁﬂ& 1M H. 2288 A B
E AL B I (convolutional block attention
module, CBAM), [7] I 2% & 1 7% ] 4 FE Al a3 4k, 1%
G S L 3 R 4 e U R, e e I (1
2SI AR, B RGBT DL R, T
PR ZRHIEAE S, FFIRRE 4E RS B, AL 7 A (A
JHIE ATV B SRR (CSPA), M 250 1 51 5 i
L HREE G G HARIE. 8] 3 44 Ti??ié"ﬁﬁ:ﬁ%ﬁ’]ﬂ
2 SR IR, AL R AT =K I IE G AR

1
CxWxH-+WxHxC '

vl

Permute

2.2.1 T WUZ MLP F38 38 3% T
FEIEIE Sk TR & 3 B TR, BN
REAE 3K & Xe R ¥ J AT Permute $ 1, Jl T
3D B HR S 3] XeR” O, AR YEE L5 R EH
HEF A&, DME S Ar i e s 455 R, SR, 4l 3D &
e R AE B N B 22 2 IR0 4% (multilayer perceptron,
MLP) HH UK %5 4 33 (1 2 TR AR DG S, 2 2k 2%
T PIL L AR 2 Linear, F1AH 8] 19— AN 0 BR
#0)Z ReLU k. 28 1 JZ Linear ¥y N #8246, DA
> SRR R R B BB 8 ReLU oR %5
NAEZePEAR e, 3 H i B T inplace=True, LAiEAT R A7
EAEH B NAE. 46 2 |2 Linear, 545 J& 138 18 B0k
E]J?ﬁﬁ‘ﬁ’]iﬁ?)\i." B, DME 5 i B A 3fe, 5 4t HA A AL
EEREITE Yo WTUHA 2K @) o
Xper = Per(X) 2)

Xaq = Ling [R(Liny (Xper))| 3)

V) DG ¥ R R AR SR e T I R IR e I
Bl 3 LR TR, (558 T U-Net W28 3244 H 1) ]
BRERIER S 7, B K R IR IR B S R A & 1
B R AP R AT B2, AT SEELZ R
JEEREAE PR Rl . 3K o 5 R L T 388 58 T DR 5 %o 4T AN
TXEEMREARS, AT R ERR, &%, 23 0@
T AT R I (CSPA) B4 H, B15K (1) R,
HAR A BTEES 2.2.1 TFIEE 2.2.2 T TEALE H.

Xout = Cat[X,Yca, Ysal (D

________________________________

Yea = Xau X X 4

HHh, Per(-) %7 3D B #ft. Permute PR (AT DARAR 7K &
(A7 LR, AEAS 25 2508 sk 52 P R 28048 I 25, Ling A
Lin, FRZJZ BN, R NS %L
222 HETAR AL A A S T

TEA TR ] 3 40 v, R T4 N RFIESK
BAM T M 3x3 B HEIH 1R ReLU ¥
R B R GRZ, B3 7 — 4 IR 3 5 10 R AE
B X Conv, &%t X Conv {818 L1147V Ktk
A4 oy e R b Ak S5 3R AT I8 4 R N P, 193 T —
AE T 2REBRERE x_pool. &5, FIH—4
1x1 %%D)E'%D Sigmoid ¥ B EL, X x_pool HEAT 4bHE
BE|—NEEECN 1 PBER X, 85, X 590
fIEE X_Conv A3, 19 21 [ f5 4 (1) B2 ()33 2 77 K.
A LA (5)- (8) For:

Enp = MP(X_Conv) %)


http://www.c-s-a.org.cn
http://www.c-s-a.org.cn
http://www.c-s-a.org.cn
http://www.c-s-a.org.cn
http://www.c-s-a.org.cn

http://www.c-s-a.org.cn

i H AR G N A

Eqp = AP(X_Conv) 6)
Xa = S {Conv|Add(Emp, Exp)| } 7
Ysa = Xau XX (3)

Horb, MP(-) Bl AP(+) 53 52 B KA BRAE FSF- 2L,
BAE. EAE RIS, X Add() R mieiEs:, 2
PN B Z 0T BTG 2 AR N, X R n] DUAR Rl T HOA AL, i
Yo 1 v 4 FE (PR AE R 3 B T B RNAE A R 7. Conv(+)
Fon Ix1 HBRUZ N Sigmoid WO 2R L, K dan N AE I 5
F| 01 2 Ja].
23 BOER

FHXTFAE S U-Net 288, RN 2% 72500 ERlG
TR YRS 0, B 2 B BE 1 [E] I, AN
A G RN T 2 R B R T P L B A,
U-Net % ft 2 FIfFES 2 156 2 Z BB i o B
B, B AEORRRME AR ) I S 80 h B, 1 DR I 48 e 1
RIS . 5 BRI 4(b) iR, & FhEsik 6
AR, SRR 4(a) B TR, B H AL
V] FR) 308 70 308 T AT 2 TR R AR SR B[] B R 4 L AR o
RAFN S b 5 1% ) SR PR TV A8 B HORT P A7
SR ANTIE = =R &S

& A 4

(a) B (b) B
K4 HHREE

77, CT BMG NS, B HAL T ae A 4181
BEL 44 8 45 14 S ) s A AN il 5. T8 40 A e
DU N R S (mask) 16 35V 0 SRR AE R 2R,
T GRS FR R R . R, ST BB
R AL P R R A7 AE B 1 DL, AU 250, i
BESETH 20 TR,

3 SEEREE R At
3.1 LRMERSHIZE

PAF-Net % 7F Python 3.8.10 [ PyTorch #1523,
HAERL 4% Intel Xeon Gold 5218 #1 NVIDIA RTX 3090
frEtERe & Elgk. SLie, AR SCR A Adam AL
1, MRS ST R BN 0.0002, #E4T 100 4™ epoch HIIZE,
PLse/IMEA R BRI A AR AR B 2R AR P RE AR A, IR H IRt

HRAR PR AR RS B AT ABE 20
3.2 HiiE&E

X TR 045 31 7 1L 7 A SR RS B i kv, Bl R
AFRAET 40 ML EHUEE OGN 3D W FEA, LA
SCARTEREHREE G CT B 28R4, WA 250 F 5 Ml
PR A BT 43 ) 1 B AR S AT Thrie. Bl 5(a) M
BB CT W, AT I8 T /s R DG B T 25 A6 R 56
AR, 1B 5(b) AFRaEIA.

() CT K
Kls @E=JfCcTH

3.3 BIRSETALIE

T 3D FEAS, AT Z B 5951 5k EE V)
R, Gl BRIV R JE, 193] 2431 5K IFRAE
FII A T4, SE56 4% 7:3 43 B4R 4E (1702 5K) A1
MAREE (729 5K), BF 73 93 K/NN 256%256, JxTH
AT ARG 5, H—IRAE.
34 TFNERSIRARE

5 T VPl BMG S AT &5 5 2 TR (R AR AL,
DU 7 O 28 PR 14 R FEIX T AR A, ASCiE#E 1 4 Fida
FroRVPEAG M, BLHEGAZIELE (intersection over union,
IoU). Dice ML &R % (Dice similarity coefficient,
DICE). #J¥ (precision, PRE). HD 5% (Hausdorff,
HD) VL J Z %5 (Params). IX S848 brftiiR 4 R
_(AnB)

(b) %

0

IoU = =" % 100% )

21ANB|
DICE = 1009 10
areg 0% (10)
PRE = —— x 1009 11
TP+ Fp < 100% (i
HD = max{dis(P,G), dis(G, P)} (12)

DICE Z U 15 5 5 A8 73 31 S AR X 3
HIPERE, Rrl 2 5 ettt Z M E B L. B T DICE
FRHL LoU (Z2IHHL0) 1 PRE (K& %) 72 52 (11Tl
FRbR, 7090 Sk 1 I 73 5 A R B AN R 3 RS O
X3 AMEARAMEAAE 0-1 2 [8], Hiblsdlly. HD B

5
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YU FH P S TR S S R ) 1 22 5. HD B 5 IR (i e
%, RN TR B B 2 1 () 22 Sl /), B 43S 4 IR
HUT. A, FERAL ST AR AL L R R, S8R —
ANE B R 2 i S B IR S 5, TR
FEARIEAR IR P Bl P ] o AR B0 0 7 s AT i 0L XU

1 2 bR BOR FH B 38 SO R SR AL, A8 SO K%
BR B VR I 2 S RO 2% 20 rpss I — B4t % R 4
"B P A T LR A A AR O P AR R ) A L SRR A
I HEE 25 43 A 2 TR) P 26 5. 58 LR 453 K o B 1 s SR
Ho5 0 (13) Fios:

Lpce = —ylog(yi +&)— (1 —y)log(1-y;+¢) (13)
Hrb, y RESEMAREE (0 5L 1), y, BB HEEE AN
EZRMMER. IF HoA T B 1 5 R rh o 50 ek 20A 1
HM 0, %y, AT A0 B, A —" MR/ ¢ {H.

3.5 XtEEsLig

N T WA A SO IR RS, 5 FCN32SPY,
U-Net™™. CE-Net?, UNet++, DenseUNet™. Att-
UNet M5 AT 0T LSS, KA IoU. DICE R0,
Wi HD R VLGS T 28R 5 DM IEI4R Ao B
BEAT E B HT, Wk 1 PR,

F 1 XFHSER
Hik IoU (%) DICE (%) PRE (%) HD (mm) Params (M)

FCN32S 68.21 79.10 85.41 3.131 1343
U-Net 75.82 85.58 86.27 1.988 34.32
CE-Net 77.62 87.43 89.32 1.671 28.99
UNet++ 84.15 91.31 91.61 1.154 47.18
DenseUNet  82.41 90.21 88.73 1.279 34.87
Att-UNet  83.81 92.11 92.41 1.096 32.87
Our-Net 84.41 91.52 92.84 1.072 36.58

F 1RSI g LR, PAF-Net £ )L 1Y
PEALFE AR LAROL T HoAh Je g B A 7E #TEE G 1 4 #1
HSZHL T ToU (84.41%). PRE (92. 84%) #1 HD (1.072 mm)
AR 8. —J5 1, X IHD e ERAER A SIAN T2
B IER G, REZREMGE. B—HH, £ X
FERIR RAEES 23 5 N 23 (@ HAT B I (CSPA),
RECBE R, X T S A HNHE T %1, SR
L AN, BRI OU T, S8 E AR
JoE A, R X EZEFIT IR EH, &
F PR T VT IS IR BRI N AU I

AN, A S /R SR B T AL TR O
1) DICE 40, Wi 6 A, /NSRRI 1 X R
HARLE T DICE ZEMIRER % B A, S RN T4

6

P 7E A B AT, I AR AR 3R T B R Ak oy A
O, P R AR SR 4 AR L R R A 3 v T A
W2, /NER S PR 1 SRR X ARl T AL, SRR T
DICE ZHrp i, AL 25 1 vt B S Tl
5 MM, 5 Att-UNet JEAFEF

FCN328 U-Net CE-Net  UNet++ DenseUNet Att-UNet Our-Net

B 6 DICE /NREK

3.6 EMHER

SENVRCRE 7 R, Kb s 1 ZONHEE T CT
K% input image, 28 2 5 4% ZFRVE R &R dE ground
truth, Fol AR CH & Fh o3 E1 X 48 FIA SRV 1) 49 8130
. ARSI o F S5 FARBCT HoAh Bk, #0505 R
4, 55 ground truth B 32T
3.7 HRRSCLE

N T B8R BT B BV DL R SR SRR (A,
AR SCHEAT B R Bl S SR 1 Je ik B U-Net /E N
MM 2%, 4R J5 % HCFF. CSPA. PConv &KX 5| N\ M %%
H, DLEGIE A ER A S F . R 2 B o, 2 IR
PIRRFIERR A 72 () TE FFATVE R BN 2 4 71
BEERLI 51\ 43 S BEHE DG TT 4> FI ) DICE 39 2.24%
2.63% Fl1 1.94%.

JuFE PConv HIGIN, ZHE HH: NI 11.59M. It
Ab, BN 3 AME LIS I A 48 b A [R] R i it
B FEAR, UEB T AITHE H AR B i S M (A )
2, 5K 3 AMBLE B G] N R A LG, PAF-Net 754>
ARG T Bl r A, IX R EE N S 3 AR HL A 45
Al LR E R o BIPERE. TR SN BH (PConv)
J&, IEF S HEAE N 2.58M 5L R, DICE {Hig %
T 5.94%, IoU ¥ T 8.59%.
3.8 AR

Pe 2 G o 246 53 1) 5 B AR AE MR AN L, AR B R
P 7 BT . A S I 45 i P 43 S 00 448 Pl 256256,
EHFERSE CT BUGH R, W T . T2 % 18K
FITRIHEIE S 70 2 512x512, 5 5 BIAH IR, 15 3 f 445y


http://www.c-s-a.org.cn
http://www.c-s-a.org.cn
http://www.c-s-a.org.cn
http://www.c-s-a.org.cn
http://www.c-s-a.org.cn

http://www.c-s-a.org.cn

i H AR G N A

BIEE. LA G, 756 2R, fEAE G AT
i _E AT 73 B, BEALIE A7 85, 3% 205 5k CT

K&, Bt P E N 8, & H15e 5, IS 90 s
FAT ORI 8 F.

WERY; mmmmmm

)

Input image Ground truth  FCN32S U-Net

CE-Net Unet ++  DenseUNet  Att-UNet

Our-Net

K7 AFERER S ERCR

K2 HESER

Rk IoU (%) DICE (%) PRE (%) HD (mm) Params (M)
FEM(A) 7582 85.58 86.27 1.988 34.32
HCFF+A 78.61  87.82  88.13 1.732 38.37
CSPA+A 78.81 8821 86.73 1.749 44.48
PConv+A 7821 8752  88.12  1.839 22.73
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