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Counterfactual Explanation of Anomalous Objects Considering Causal Constraints

TONG Qi-Hui, ZHOU Peng, ZHANG Yan-Ping
(School of Computer Science and Technology, Anhui University, Hefei 230039, China)

Abstract: Most existing anomaly detection methods focus on algorithm efficiency and accuracy while overlooking the
interpretability of detected anomalous objects. Counterfactual explanation, a research hot spot in interpretable machine
learning, aims to explain model decisions by perturbing the features of the instances under study and generating
counterfactual examples. In practical applications, there may be causal relationships among features. However, most
existing counterfactual-based interpretability methods concentrate on how to generate more diverse counterfactual
examples, overlooking the causal relationships among features. Consequently, unreasonable counterfactual explanations
may be produced. To address this issue, this study proposes an algorithm to interpret anomaly via reasonable
counterfactuals (IARC) that consider causal constraints. In the process of generating counterfactual explanations, the
proposed method incorporates the causality between features into the objective function to evaluate the feasibility of each
perturbation, and employs an improved genetic algorithm for solution optimization, thereby generating rational
counterfactual explanations. Additionally, a novel measurement metric is introduced to quantify the degree of
contradiction in the generated counterfactual explanations. Comparative experiments and detailed case studies are
conducted on multiple real-world datasets, benchmarking the proposed method against several state-of-the-art methods.
The experimental results demonstrate that the proposed method can generate highly rational counterfactual explanations
for anomalous objects.
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B Be2E 2 5. BRI op— ST AT 1 £ AT DA PR
R, AHE 2 ANRRAE 2 R R R OC R T RE S EUE 204
HAA. HIE U Mahajan %5 NS (7515, 7T U
5 P IR AR SR XAk s SUR SR A R, R LSl
NARFAE o] S5O R 24 3R

R RASCHI T Mahajan 25 NI EI)— 45
BRI BE B NE S, DABR 0 R S L B 5. A
SO S G0 5 B B R 2 TR R T e AT 2 1]
(0T D R 8, 3 %5 R R AIE 2 1] P DR AR K .

(B AR SCHR A 7 W0 50 (1 45 g TR SR B Y, B4
KTEUVV ERHERE G UL UV 26t
WORR. VIRFTE Z D TE B R — AN AT S P A
MRS W TAMER & U, ASCK A Mahajan 25 AU2$
bR e B EE B, TR E A AR
M NAT S ve Vv, HAgH 7 — M v 1525 5
(B A M MR B R, By = f(vp1,- V) + 6,
Horpv, $8AR v (52T 5, e RN BISL I BEALIE . T
BT v e V, ST HA AR B KRR
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DistCausal,(x,,x") = Dist,(x ,f (xii e ,x\c;ik)) 3

Sp, FOEh o ) = B o L),

XA R WA 5 YL, RRE v B RS SREN

Bk T e g S G2 48] o LA RUHIMEL, X T N PR AR AE 3

Tod PR SR 24 TROR A2 ) AR ALE B SR BN, T T A0 LR ALE DU AT

AL A G BE B FE R, — HL LAY AU s o S (B 1

SE, C B AT DL T 12 254 DR SR ASE Y oy B f T
) y=0 il y=1

I E1E.

JE AR SRR
FRAERE B4 Dist(x,, x9)
RFAE R SR A5 2 Dist( f (x, x¥), x§)

S St DR R SCRFAL Y40

BRI B B BRI AN x5 A x,
HEAT 3T HORR, TR 5 36 T 2 PSR RO (5
OB oAb f 2 LTI ) DRIET SOM (1%
P S, A PR o I, B A T LA A S
x5 R, 2 10 SRR S AL 2 1) OB, Bt v
GO ) Z A R

Vpl’
Av:x:;f_xv
Apredictedr = (fO] -+ X ) +80) = (f0p1, - vp) +62)
predictedv = Vpl1? > AV 1 pls > Vpk 2

E[Apredictedv] = f(x\L;,j:I sttt xsﬁk)_f(\’pl 5T Vpk)

(€))
¥y e 22 [ ST SE 1 ELISEA O IR 2R,
R B AT LS 2K (10):
DistCausal,(x,, X,
= Dist(E[A,], E[Apredictedv]
_ 52(x§f’f(x61{1"“ ,xgik)) (10)
DRIt £ 45 M) J 2 S A8 a2k B 5eh (3R (1) 19
dist() T HAE AT (11), F LA B RR R SR 20 3 )
S SRR
DistCausal(x,x")

= Z Distu(xftf, X))+ Z DistCausalv(xf,'f, Xxy) (1D
uelU ueV

)
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Horp, U AAMETT S (RIAE R R B o 3 A AT A1 A
T, MV RAEREHE, 2 FEE () B dist() 505
PR R L AR50 (12):

argmin I/Illali( A(f(x),y)+ DistCausal(x, x7) (12)
X <

Ho, x RFHARRE R XT R, A e 1 i & T (7]~
IS5, 18RI S5 S 0 R AE AR 3 21 4 i Y ) f /)
X (12) BI AT AR R H A 5 A B 1) S S S AR R
234  HirR LA

BT BiR M, A SCREUT Bt e s AL SRR
X R H AR R BOR . IE A AR R 0 22 3
B AR gk 7R . 38 XORI AR ok R SRt e AR A 1) R 12255
TEASWTREAL FEAE BT AR, TR IR A R0 S0k IR A DL I
TRl W B U = RPN I | VA KL | e A g D
KRAFE— LA RAG R, FE HAE T DR RS 2R 1 2 i
R LRSS EL. L. BEiR s

WAL S5 AR B A B b Ty A IR SCiE
AR LR ER T AREE A AN A AR, T 3 A% S0 AR BE T 4T
Xt 45 5E ) R KM IR AR & (RN individuals). 1X 2645
EARA AR (evaluate), F T8I T —4CMe. AL
M= B B BRI ME SRk %, 8 LR 8 L 25
TRAGILfREE G . BB AQPR TR, (kA& T LU 4
b A R 2 ) 1)

AT SRR I R R B A L AR S I AT R AR
25 [A), Ah B RS () S, HLgt A% BRI AR AR 1)3E
RLRER G| G RE, BB )T R ILE AR AR, B4R %
W RARGRN AR RG], ek R . B
W22 A0 T8 AR A AN AT Il A R s PR T, BT DA
] 3 7 A .

AL ER T S 0 R B PR A 2 R 0 A AR,
B FIEARE BN . TR FIEBAT IIIERY B, X FF
AbFE P S S SRR R AR I Bl 0 e AT 4% FE R AR )N,
SEAR A B AR S TE. A R S SRR AR A
SN R A, I HA R RS R A
TE 58 XS, oV 70 7 e B X 26 X 3. R fif ik Bk
v {7 BB BON SARRL R S I BENLE 3. 7E AL
FRAE G AR R AR % SRR TE SSARRRAIE 1) S il
B AL B RRAEE, B RN R AR 0.9-1.1 £i5,
ZJE B AR 38 AR AR 1K R T R AR ALAR
BIRFPE TR FEAAR, [R] I e 0% sl i 2 = i i A A, &0
X — U, 2R A A U S S SRR
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i H AR G N A

BT BRI, ARSCHE Tl 1] S e A
LA A RS oi o PR 0 S A SE AR RE 1) BT 505 (TARC),
IARC SER VR AR I SIE 1 s,

Hik 1. IARC

BN SRR R v, SRR IR M, T U E & IR AR LAY
HHE a.
B RESLAERECCF .

1. BENLIR B SR AR 57 8 o A2 A S 2 CCOF, FEH e BT R Al 24 5%
B HIARIC IE TG 55 M IE 555

2. Repeat:

3. RSERT R R B E A ST R

4. AN (7) R BB AL coF PR, JEEUECR
(ER(FSETE A

5. B EHEMABURICCFMANES T, SR ZEE SN
PR, 2R NS 1, 55— AR AR 2, IR HEsh i 4K

6. CCF=HAE AR S5 AR R ARF L fe 5

7. WS ETRRE S g SERRRE K N B ARRAE AN A RURHAE O 22 4 TR E
S, Bk 2 ATIGFE,

8. Until |J& T4 k-4 i 51 2 <o

9. BEALHLEN R 46 COF A B [ F 35 CCF , FF45 S i 2R A 24 S 4
Koy BbRid IEL TS,

10. Repeat:

11, KARmT iR I B N ATk,

12, fEAR (12) 1B 9 B R B0 SRR BT R CcoF IO, HBUR
NS EEIEES

13, e RBR N o MANES T, R EHIZES R
AW, —BAERAR 1, F—1E R 2, IRB A SR

14, CCF' =23 SCAR AL LR ARHT 1 ik Je T 52

15. Until 55742 1T 1 2% |<a

16. iy S FFSLfERECCF .

AN SRR 5T B X, DA R R I e A
AR M, F T P BB WL BUE o, 55 2 DX
JFU i e REAT PUBh A AR ae S S SRR, TR I S i
PR S5 R bR L IETC 55 A TG 55, SE Tk
AN R 458 2% 22 18] ) 22 48 2 T T 9 S T I A 1k .
W ALY 3-7 0, K SE AR B E N AT HUR, A
3 (7) 159 B br BOH AR T H CCF IR,
FFBUR AN N AT R, X 2B BRI H 12 1wl
Fpid B SE R AT e FE T 1% 5% I JR K 25, A SCARBE
T 5HEN G R T L ROR AN SRR I S
TR 5 DM 6 DT RIS RAR, DI Fp ik [
FR AW EEL A (2) M (3) BT E, 285X fr i e
SR A BT AR AGE M A0 DR R AE R 4T 4 W, IR AT 5 T RHAE
70 B Dk H = AT 20, 32 R ORE RS 11-14 25, P59R
P AL R HARZEAT AL, A AR 2 H Ar s ek
N TR (12), 15 e A& WSO it B ik S SRS CCFY

R B A 5 A B 1Y) I 35 SRR
235 BIEREIE R E ST

VL1 R INTA) 52 2% B2 o A B3k ) I [ 5 R R 2 2
LERETHEWEANERRSE L. NPTR3- 7T HHTH 1
A H bR R EL, ZEPEPR ST R N A K, (R 3 AR
G TR P 3 ] A5 — N AE, TR, I (R B 2% BE 2 O(n?). 7
IR 1114, i RBEA E— PP IR, 2 Hirk
O E I HA 7 HIWRE 2 S 4 TR e e, X —
A BRI 18] & 2% 5 2 O(n?) . ABLA ST V] LUK 3735 X B
AR A I IR, TR AR - TARC F B[R] 52 7%
FEREO(n?).

3 SEERHSY
3.1 XWigE

TN EE AR, AR SO S i PR SR AR R Sk g ST
FRAE 2 [ A LG &R (R UE, X6 Tz sz iy, A SO B
AIE 22 1] 1) D] SRABE A 2 T e R (). 7E T M T Ak (]
HIA B R UG, BenT LLVHR e S or JE FE R
3.1 REFSREE B AR R

A LT F SR RERRAE 0 5 2 FE, 7 AT
Fo, FRAEZ B A B OG R0 — B A — 30
EFIAAH G 3 2K, —BUEAR L AR RHE I R L A 7R
6] — 77 ] _F A5 oL, B A SRRRE A BG 00, FRAE B 4
B, SRR A D, FEE B . 5 — 5,
AN —FUR AR B RFAE AR A B A B RRAE A S,
1E B kb, RAE A 9/, FRAE B MG 00, &5, AAHCE
WRAG X LERHE 2 (8] A O 2R EATTHI AL RIS, 45
I 2 TR R

AR AL 2 8] B A 2% R 2 S5k 2 Aot 1
FRAE fi FURRAE fo B0 H — B im0 28 RGO, X T
—HB R R, A SCH T JEREEEUR:

0, ifAfixAf>0

IAfil+IAf]
2 2

contradiction) =
else

(13)

H 3 (13) AT, 40 FRARFAE £ FTAFAE f> [ B 4 o e

/D, DRI JE R BE B 0. (B I RAX PR AN R AIE 1) A2

WARLET J&, WTHS7 B, fER A — B 1

BUN, RVCRFAE fi M f ARFR — X S B SO 34 R R,
AT RASEE LA 3 X
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0, ifAfixAf <0

|Afil+IA L
2 b

contradictiony =
else

(14)

R TTRERE S, WERRFAE fi FURFAE £, R I H

A=A R ZR, BN £ B3GR T fo B9, )

EATRIE BRI T 0. FEAN B %21 H i Blop

JE BIE BT, AR I (14) THEF JE IR, W Rk

BB R FR, AATAT EH 8. Fe 2 R S SEARE
(KT R EEN:

contradiction = contradiction; + contradiction,  (15)

302 SREHUELE

LT RASCAE IR R AR AE 2 A B 4R A
B PR SRR SRR R OT JE R, BRI R

e Shuttle: %# £ % Fy-Shuttle”, FF X+ K= KM
BEAT 5328, BT 49096 A SLBIFT 9 AMRFHE.

o Glass: #5444 N“Glass Identification”, Fl T
W FE 73 2K 2B T 214 A4S AT 10 ANRFE.

o Page: H#i4E 44 yPage Block Classification”,
T TR BT RAR AR, Z B RS 5473 A
SEAFIFD 10 ANFFAE.

e Wine: $(#i4E % A“Wine Quality”, il T iFfh
1 1 T 0 5 2 B AR 4 898 ANl 11 A
RHIE.

LA b 4 DM ESHIRE S RE UCT B0
(https://archive.ics.uci.edu/dataset).
3.1.3  sehext LAk

AICAEVL b 4 DBHR AT T S0, IR s 45
R LU EVERAT TR

WachterCF*: WachterCF f2 i - (1) J 25 SR 7
7%, WachterCF 831 fz /MU JE 46 S 5 e g s 5l 2
) (R BE B (RE B 12K ok AR B S SEARRE, 7] IR 2 SR A
RUTE [ SE AR RE v R AT Re b S AR LTI (v #5159, 1E
y R ZATA —ANSH A &Il e KA 4 Sk
IR EbR. RS, IR ARR AR X RN 2 BB
B 2SR AR R AL A

DiCE"™"): DiCE £ 4 Ot HUMERE IS % 18 T i F852
R 1) 22 R, 138 72 BE B 0 R A2 AR MR 2R 22 1T 40
BITRINT Ay F1 2 (E 45 Ay 80 0.5, 45 4y BEH 1, )
ST PR B A R AR K
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FACE™): FACE 1T #4454 i ) LA F¢. FACE
il F B AR SV AR FACE A sl il - s = s g
FIE A2 I ML, FACE B 3 iy @ iz i 7
W, AR SR F M RE A B ) vk, /R R 8 KDE.
ZITENZHWN T BBl e, 6= 0.5, s F T E
P 2 B A P A5 R BRIE (ep), tp=0.75;
S EBIE (td), td= 0.001. td F1 tp W) 58 e 202 75K Hdhe
REES S HE LS.
32 ZWERESH

BN DT T A R S SRR (ST 35 OF T R B
3 PR,

# 3 KRN ETEE

ik Shuttle Glass Page Wine
IARC 0.83 0.039 955 0.188
DiCE 1.79 0.073 751 0.228
WachterCF 1.72 0.08 889 0.215
FACE 0 0 0 0

e IARC vs. DIiCE: 5 DiCE fHEt, 7] LU %3] JARC
1 ¢ 25 S fR PR AE Shuttle. Glass F1 Wine W 4L T &
KPR A, XA & ek 2w BLYA BR T H A R 2
HRTRRAE R SR 29 SR 2, e i T R AR B R T
JG LT I [ F 52, AR, TARC 1E Page $¥5 4 _E ikt
ANE, FTRESE T 280 4R A BRUR Ok R IR AE IR I%
A IR, T TARC £ 1E % FRRE BT M3 #1
N FE T BAAB ST JEREE.

e IARC vs. WachterCF: 5 WachterCF AH L, [F]#£
Al AL 3], IARC 7 Shuttle. Glass 1 Wine £ £
TR I AURFE FE 7 JE . X /2 Y WachterCF 7%
A 7 FERE I 2 TR R ARFAIE 22 TR) () IR SR 2 0. SR T, 7E Page
B F, IARC Al WachterCF & H AERLK) F & 12
JEE . 3X AT A UH R T 00 AR R DR Ok R I AR AR T IR
HH IR

e IARC vs. FACE: 5 FACE #iL, FACE 4 &1
YR EE LUK T ERE, B EXEREN
FACE SN A 5 REHIE 1A RR 20, (HH 2 B
A R S SR TR B AT A2 5 RIAT, B ARRAE B P 30 Pl
A RS AR 228 S S S22 TSI R BT AR AE 1 L, BT BAP
JE FE AR, (HE 52 B RN FACE Joyqe 575 Xt AR />
(R ECHE B b A il SRR, 5 B T SR (R AIE
JUT-3A SO, BURFIE 2 1A B RIS BT JE FR B

IR SIS AR I, AT BT R H I fe S S R SR A
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i H AR G N A

KL BUE T #RRE A A B S SR, A SR
HH 3T RSB AR RE N RRFLEBRTERA
R,
3.3 ELXRGISH

AATHT T B BB ANT7 VR A B s 5K
RS, & 4 TR S R —1TRRMZIXFFIEEAS
[ S B 5 6 B R REAE B AR S, 1 — FIARER
(1) X g 2 Fras, “RRAEARREFE A FR, «F 0 s AR
TG RRE T 1 AR R EBUE, 2 5 A Rk
P18 AN [) B0 A ol PR) IS e S g o PR R A L A 2504 4
fil. 403 4 1 TARC %A B I S SEff R 1) Fixed

acidity FHIE{E A 7.38.
# 4 Wine ¥ b & I7E A B R EF LR
FEAE S A TIARC  DIiCE  WachterCF FACE
Fixed acidity 6.9 7.38 7.25 6.52 6.9
Volatile acidity 0.36 0.36 0.22 0.27 0.36
Citric acid 0.34 0.50 0.37 0.67 0.34
Residual sugar 4.2 4.22 5.29 5.23 4.2
Chlorides 0.018 0.017 0.027 0.019 0.018
Free sulfur dioxide  57.0 70.21  34.59 58.36 57.0
Total sulfur dioxide 119 119.46  99.89 60.84 119
Density 0.9898 0.9982 0.9886 0.9992 0.9898
pH 3.28 3.01 2.98 2.90 3.28
Sulphates 0.36 0.54 0.31 0.28 0.36
Alcohol 12.7 10.54 11.00 11.6 12.7

K5 Glass Mt EAR TV AL 10 S S S RE

FEAE SR IARC DiCE WachterCF~ FACE

Ri 1.51 1.52 1.51 1.50 1.51
Na 17.38 14.56 16.12 16.05 17.38
Mg 0 0.04 0 0 0
Al 0.34 2.02 0.82 0.39 0.34
Si 75.41 73.59 74.79 73.73 75.41
K 0 0 0 0 0
Ca 6.65 9.84 7.96 9.92 6.65
Ba 0 0.18 0.99 0 0
Fe 0 0.26 0 0.082 0

X F Wine 054, 0% 4 Fion, ZEIREG LT
FRAIE, WG [ BRIE, #ER IERR L, ATHR TR, 7R, &
e, RS AEARER, B AR, B, BRI, BRI
Eh, k.

W gZ“Sulphates™#F1iE, IARC J715 77 A4 1) J 2 iR
BEARNS TR 7 325 T “Sulphates”HI & &, H TR EE
SRR, PR F R £ B s WA M) pH B Y B
1%, 2 #&7%, 1 DiCE I WachterCF A& i i i 3 S figt
FEFRAR T BRER R 10 & 21 B AR PR T pH M, XUl
FF X P o 7 32 A BRSPS R R AL A A P

J&, R TARC AE i) | F S0 i B, v TR 2R &
FE RS T pH 1H, B TARC XFRHIE ) 23 /2
HE. AN, IR LUE H FACE J74 7 A4 1 e 5
SRR AR AR 5 57 1 0 RIARRE I A X, X AR A
SCHERTIR B FE, BAR FACE kit 5 R F &
T2 BEAS 70 ARAI, (H AR A 5 R AN 2 DR R AR AR R
FE ST AR I O B SEAFAE I AR R R, T R
FOA B T SEFR R I, I SRR e 3h, BESA
B BN RHIE R AN AE B BARFAIE 2 [ A AE T J I
Fhifiik, FrLA# 4 v FACE 7B i) S se e 5
SR R ZE ).

X F Glass il 4E, 0k 5 Fiow, SHIEEG T
RRAE, R UG it 26, M, 5, 45, Bk, 4, 45, 80 82k —
PR, $88 o B 789 b 1 e R 2 T BT R R T
BT BAR TARC [RRE S & BRI [ 4 3 26 Ri THis
T, H BT REAE 2O (I FE A K, JF H DiCE
WachterCF [1] ) 3 SEf Rt %A B2 ML T TARC, B
DAFEAS RE Ut BA R AE PR 520 3R 58 A TR A 72 AR IR P A 15
{140 JiR [R] AT R 2 TR SRASE Y o R AIE 2 (8] 11 5% 2R A BT R sk,
DRI H IR 73X o35 0.

DA, HH% 4 RIS 5 AT, fE LS dE 4R B, TARC
55 A S 1t ) B2 LU R 0% AE AR A B R S S AR AR,
X — e B2 JA A PRAR 08 R IRFAE TARC D RH 1k
THRHESAET B R C R,

4 ZERE

TE S 3 0 GRS R A 1 S DA 25, X S
Fr I 25 A LA A T R — AN S bR HLRLA
P i AL SRk, AR SCRRH T AN T R
TR 0 U SRR U7 1 TARC. IR H i 7 v
T2 ol A B B £ R BR B AR 3 1A E R R O
SRR A AT 20, 8 5 T R AR AE KRB TR B
2 A LA TR SR 5 AR I3 B 5 58 2 A R B RO A
(I 6 BT 400K, IR A SR R A
VL ) SRR, B, 75 A EUSREUR 4 R S A
S ) B HEAT R b T 5 11 A AR S T S AR 2 T
SEVE, I H 5 HAb T VER AT T R SRR
L, STHOE W] TARC B339 575 % 50 A2 Al i1 3 5
R BT S SR I FE

AR SC AR L 20 2 B0 7 AE 2 ) R SRR
(ELZE T 52 2 39 o R AIE 2 10 i R SRRk 22 s v
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TEIEBRBH, R AR SR ) AR 7T LA B AR TE VR IR RS
AL Z 18] FROAR EL 2R A B I 0 T o)y S 5 2B LA
o R B SR SRR, IX A AN AR AR TUE
(]It 2 AR FL A P )
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