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Implementation of RISC-V Debugger Protocol Stack Based on Lightweight Remote Procedure Call

WAN Rui-Gang, ZHU Huan-Jie
(Basic Software Department, Nuclei System Technology (Wuhan) Co. Ltd., Wuhan 430073, China)

Abstract: In recent years, as RISC-V architecture spreads rapidly in the industry due to its advantages of open source,
concision, and modularization, massive processor IP cores and system on chip (SoC) based on the?RI'SC-V architecture
have emerged in the market. The existing debuggers serve as an important tool iP developing RISC-V software, but they
face low performance, high deployment cost, and high difficulty in secondary d‘evelopment and struggle in meeting the
needs of RTL design and verification, software development and debugging, and mass production/batch programming of
RISC-V architecture-based chips. To solve these problems, this s‘tu:dy proposes a new, open-source, and modularized
RISC-V debugger protocol stack design scheme based on the lightweight remote procedure call—Morpheus. Experiments
and analysis results have shown that this debugger protocol stack can effectively reduce the deployment cost and the
difficulty of secondary development and improves the debugging performance.
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B R EAESD 18 AT B 3T HR AR 1AL 5,
[EEAREN NI R7Y 8o iR e WY e 5 Qi e o N A S

7£ RISC-V ARHTE h, 528 i1 Rt
E R RS (device under-test) FHR R4, MK RS0
H ARG AL 2% (debug transport hardware) FE R E 3%
2% (debug translator) 2541 4E 40 A, 3832 4T R B
e s R IR T Re. B AT #2823 T OpenOCD
(0 2 Bl OB AE AL SE I 1L A B 4R, T
K VKO TIE #5 SE B — AT B WU 4 21X P R A
G LW R B LLYE, AR T kT
K, I B BOR R AR 2R St 1845 2 AL e
) T ML PR S A 2 (S 1 /O ZEIR, i
SR AL SR K.

AR SR T — R A U A SR B

AT i 3 % B0 I AT i o RISC- V. Uik 17 S
Frill RF IR %fﬁﬁfﬁﬁﬁﬁ%éﬂﬁﬁ%{ 5 20 14 18] 4
bR APT 2 1 FE B 1 M3t 73 723 (remote
procedure call, RPC) HEHL 5 7 57 40 (P44 8 . X FE ()
BF SRR 730 /O ZEIR A K (1) D g eH 3 AL o B 4%
(offload) &GRS b, 32 @ BB . AR
B BT FIE ER IR 2 IR 25 A0 A A5 28 AN 2R G AXAS 13,
Yedro7 8, o T IR K.

ASCHLERIUT : 28 2 AP R 1 SRR
o B R R SO S R K R G AR AE I ) R 2R
3 T4 Morpheus TR PR I SEAR ZE 5T H I %
R R H 512 28 4 1548 Morpheus 1A Y
HRES I AR I FAR SR AR, 56 5 IR AR SO S 4.

2 WHRE R
2.1 VEIK LA g |

2 5 R (interactive debugging) L FE R KL
B AR TR, LR AR B AR R G
LRI R S SR REHE H bR RS BE L
Vi I f7-fifi#s (random access memory, RAM). PN 77 W 5f
i N H (memory mapped input/output, MMIO) & 47
W5 IEG KA 45 (non-volatile memory, NVM). H
T B 7 I ) G R AR TR R A i 2 AT I
REBHIE SN, 2 FEOCEX RAM AT NVM
15 1E K.

HEHE H A1) RISC-V IR, XA 28 45 1) el 46
Y Ie) i SR AT LA A 3 Ao Qs

-
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(1) % 4 (abstract command)

(2) FEF22AF (program buffer)

(3) ARG 5 A (system bus access)

FTE 5 A R AR R G i) DM /0 3CRF BiR
3 M5 A — R AR TG e B S I A — b, HdE
Ry ¥ 3 TR R AE AL B (debug transport module,
DTM) A & 7. (¥ A i .

Bl 1 7R T RISC-V I RGN ARG, Hr
RISC-V platform J2 ¢ I B 4. RISC-VA A ML AT X
1] ITAG-DTM HHXS DM K5 BAKEE T JTAG DR
27 {74 DMI (debug Bty interface)’ 35 1. 7538 % (1)
St DM 5 DM I IR R 6, Tif DM
PAEAS KA T 1E A B s e N S R ) D R K
Wt BI85 I piodE T LK 20 DTM FH28, RIAE
7£ DM 584 APHZERIE LR . AR DM )7 )15 3K,
— o vt T L.

Debug host
Debugger Debug translator Debug transport
> hardware
(e.g. GDB) (e.g. OpenOCD) (e.g. ITAG debug probe)
A
RISC-V platform v
< Debug module > Debug transport B
Debug module (DM)[.,  [interface (DMI) ¥

module (DTM) | i ;

Reset/halt sE egmemeeeemsseeest
control T —

g RISC-V core

Abstract i > : :

L) | HE-

| commands o Hardware thread [L, |!:
Debug mode| [ii |it

 pEp——— l ........... :E ________ i Hardware !
"""""""""" : : i trigger !

System/ t..module__:
i bus i Tt

' Program !
\buffer (4-64 B) |

...........................

..........................

K1 RISC-V il R G B AR L I HE R

(1) #75 DMI 7474510 DM Hiuhk. Hdls 54 1E;

(2) %515 DTM Filed DTMCS (DTM control and
status) A7 A7-#y H Z K 1 run-test-idle i 1,

(3) [l DMI a7 A7 %, Fr 2R AL. 45 DML I, 1)
AW 20, SRRSO IR, 4 DMI &R, MHEA
HE R BRRAE.

[F#, T DM FALEESRAL ARM i RS 1)
BTGNS, JE A 3 FR g v i) 5 S i
W —F, AN 75 BL5 4 DMI 2%, i B # DM |
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(X L 25 7w PR ZS AL, B PR DM XS 3R 1 IE B $AT,
FERfARAE L 2838 1 25 R F i, R 3EAT N — 2B 5UE )
&%

22 HEFAX%EFHNTREFEN DS

H A, TR AL X AR — 8 20 0 R B OB S IR,
%141 OpenOCD. RV-Link £§. OpenOCD i RISC-V 3
G ey, HXF RISC-V 2240 b 2 25 i A T BE SCHF iR
AT, 2 T4 N B2 R R i Uk

OpenOCD ¥ 1 Vs ik 75 B2 SEEL I BT A Th e, L
FEXE DMI V5 0], BA A DM &% 45 47 3 (3 4E, 3978
T 52 B MR HE RISC-V RS, 62Xt S L
7 i), K& % 5 RISC-V 43 #% 7K (XLEN) #
5L MR — X R R, 75 BT K i k-
fr—58 K 3 B FED. Hoh A iR S S BN TGk A
B ) o AR BE B T B IS L A, W% 5 OpenOCD #4
R FTDI 2 ) 0 % Wy il 258 17 81 4 (multi protocol
synchronous serial engine, MPSSE) KRiE—REHLE
TSRty A L g, 1 0 A0E 5 1 i 2 3 i AN [
B AR S S SR B R 45 W& Be A%, R B
— 5 VR B T A 3R [B] 1 45 SR AT R —BiE R Bk,
PR KL E X A7 28 I 51 R, 1R KR Bl &=
B X0 PC 28 1) [ 4 R ZE 18 T B .

il 4n, 14 H USB 2.0 43 th BOE#E A5 1 iiE
foay, BRIEE RS A ENLE B RS A 5] AMEATLEIR.
£ USB IN A Ji 404 59-bit, £ ME T4 44-bit™),
5 USB EAHLEZ 1 (host controller interface) A~[H] K i
KIE IN A AL, T e 6 U 20

12 Mb/s x (59 +44)! ~ 116 kHz (1. |

SEbr B, BT HCL AR R G SE PRSI ARIHERE,
MET USB 2.0 4id EHL-& AL 278 W% 1, i Open-
OCD Mt &2+ FTDI 2 7 () MPSSE ] 1AIG A #%, &F
D4 T F AR ATH B & R L0 14 KHz, SEERAE
HELN 57 KB/s. BT R GV REIIUEE T L HL-
I TC A8 7] 452 v P T TR 3R 4 3R 5 480K 1 2 1) T 48
e 75 KO C A0t H AR R DTM 2 1B AT AL
) JTAG LA A, 1 05 T 4% a1 e A A% i 2
i — 2 B TE, AREUEZ AR 7 A AU 3R 1 DTM 4 11
B L RIBAK E K181 R, 4k 2 s,

RV-Link Wl H 5 _EIRITH A, &8 5 ANl
PR E 2 RGE R 2% b, XF EALE L GDB server H
VOB TR, FORIERE FRAIR T BB, 328 T R MR Hes,

KB TR AT L T J-Link fHERED). (HE
AEAE LT [ 1)

(1) VA FC 28 A 5 BE A R, AE T A7 AN A (115
FXFFR . AMRCSCRR IR S L B AE R, R SRR
BB H R R IR

(2) 11 GDB server Wi 5 E AL, HE LA E I
Tl AR SR, Qikk JTAG JEHEE.

(3) Jo e 3 ) 9007 5, ME T fig oAt L4
G J7 2 RGN Dy e, e A2 8

00 o1 1 A
SCETTTRND R A

2 HT OpenOCD V424 L I f0

23 HEEI T REEENER

SEGGER A @ #EH f J-Link V11 iR 28324t T
%} RISC-V 2R % FF. 5 OpenOCD JIT AN/, J-Link
WP Bk P 26K 2 B h Re D BB R UE R A8 Lig
AU R T - R T 2 1A VR IR R i A
FOFFR, AT RIRER T 7 1 25 ) g i .

B2, J-Link W& Ge ik TR —FF, fFELLF
UM WA 50 1, s S PR - AR

(1) KE IR B R GRC 5% - B s AT, XA
BUB LA AR TR 4 — 5 TR

Q) J-Link J3ETFIR R 55, ASIC Wit w3 wk
DABCE J-Link P A0 % SCRFEMINBL A 5 1 03255,

(3) J-Link % 58 =77 () O+ A IR, HEaw
A =P RFWMRIET J-Link AR T HHMH
br R G RENFEFT, W Flash £7-fif 45 9 F2 IR 5 2%, J5 4T+
% J-Link FRAFRA R A A5 .

(4) & 2022 4£ 3 H, J-Link %} £ RISC-V 2%t
[ SCREATIARANE, X 7> Ab#E SR 1P #% 5 &H DTM B
WA R Z.

(5) J-Link FZHAFH0 & 5%, s &/ (nve
FEg R RS LR dm AR Ay ) B M

(6) J-Link W B A 157, e DACHUASHE .

3 Morpheus WA PR
BT LL B TRMA R, A SCHEH—FhdE T 5%
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10, Mibfl. B RPC MR PSR B 7
B YT RANEE T SRR ROWRE, Nk
PREN L RN AR
3.1 i&HIER

EEAEREAHIEIT, B 50w %t
R 23[R g 48 AR 30T T 72 2 W) S . 2B st el T 75
TEYEAG — MR A AR 2 5 S TR U4, SRR
I S A ) B AR S B UM O [, VR R
BRI, N T MR RGOSR, B2 725 A
JRIR T P E N 25 A5 R G2 I, e ENL-E
I 38 65 P S A, LSRRG B R

RV-Link 204 BT ThAES) H1 5 ST 28 b
A0 3 WL B i 2 VR B L1 eV 3, th A % 2
R EER. (H RS AR A A RIS 77
AR BE L. S TR IR T e e b 5
RSk B VE RS £ IR DRI Y b AR 8 £ 2
s, BEAS RS B L) BB T WL, X Rk
A58 15 TR HE AR 5 B PR B A AL 0 2038 AR R X0 T A A
e VAT T R I 28 0, 3 7 R MG B A B A
SR IR R BRI TR

LE iy B, TR Morpheus W50 RS kA7
§74, $3F OpenOCD ZEMKAFAL 45 ity SRS & R L
S, FEELAEIR 4 1 /IR 2 L 00 18 S 7] 48 g )
P EF B — 5, RN, R A0 R A MR i
16 ] — R PR S L334T, F6K 5 RPC AL SEIL Al
e 6] 11 7 2 4 S A . LR B 43 g ) I

EFE O RIAR AL A BILSE . X5F Morpheus 4t HAT AR ) ‘

R T 2 0 T B et S0 — LB ) P 3
SER, BT E AT A AR A MO
35— A A T T TR A B R AL,
O TR AR RIS R AR — B9 B, th G A
B R SR T ST
3.2 REGLEN

N T VB 4B 2, 305 He 4, (1SN
WAL RS R, N SOR 3 AL 8
BIERTFAY, AR S 3.1 b et B, 52 A
17 2R G e 8 R 2 5, VA A A
Proan A, anlE 3 fros. Hdr, Edsos o PC A
FATEAF T ENLRGE L, bR HW B0 527 T
RE RS L
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GDB client
TN GDB server
- P
— + protocol [
PC
.SOC «———————» GDB server [«—— *|  Adapter
library . RISC-V maintenance
] Debug abstract
N v
1
Flashloader PC/HW| RISC-V aneuaee
PeripheralDriver frontend
SoC Config Debug Morpheus
module .
v 4 interface
R lient PC HW | Transport commanas
aw chents 1 backend Transport
Transbort ¥ protocol ]
P e.g. ITAG RPC pipe
protocol .
N-Wire
Commands: DUT .
2-wire
e.g. NSVF JTAG
USB |

3 Morpheus P IMSER 25 HHE K]

(1) SoC library: # it HAzs RA NI E(E S K3
FEFF . HihERLET R (memory-map) 5504 4E B

(2) GDB server: H#Z#24t% GDB 8/t GDB
W P (W Eclipse) WK AR 55 ThRE, 145 & SoC
library 4L Hbx R 415 S, 774 & 1& 1 Ry
4 RVDAL (RISC-V debug abstract language) $2 L4
RISC-V frontend.

(3) RISC-V frontend: R #5457 5 St (178 3 Hip s i
A, H5 RVDAL it & ¥ 4% 3 B DML 12 il i 2 FP 81,

(4) Transport backend: X N DM $l i & 5
8K DTM T BRI, e DTV, S0t
FIERIE B, W1 JTAG/ITAG" "/Nuclei-Wire/USB'™ 4
PNk

(5) Morpheus interface: #2 %> {1 2 1] () B #
ES 720 170 #: OB XS H L. SEBl iz 200
RPC i) 55 AT 3 1 13 i 28 4 b (1 T %)
LIhRE. AR A SR AT X AR D ThiRE. fi A5 HAh
IR L E, 20 FPGA it B L HtHAE & A transport
backend F2 ML HE i %, 15 BT A 5%
P, ][RI AS B AR AR AR R g H Y,
Xilinx Zynq MR RS

4, Morpheus £ C &5 (F7& C89 tnifE) FF
R, FHEEARAAE AR T & AR, #E BEAR B ARy
TERRAE R GE. Rk, Forh R o 244 AT LS ST 3 R SR SR 3
HetsE # ThEE. ) SoC library. RISC-V frontend.
transport backend. Morpheus interface HLAiHE H H Sk E]
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i H AR SN A

AR R — AN FEAR I S R R FE (6 .
3.3 =24 RPC KIS

Morpheus # 21 f 2 [ ] Morpheus interface ft
LR DT A, HoR RPC PR UE T 5 TLV
(type-length-value)!"*! Wik% =, iZ4T#£ RPC & .
RPC B 18 52 — A ORUE T 7 32 AT 1 ot 258 3 1) R 4L i
k. HATH — /5T USB B & 1 (CDC-ACM
PO 55— AN EE N IR RPC I8 2% 520, Aok
P 5 T LUK I B Ath B 1501 A i A 3, 98 3 RS 50
B E K. Hor, BT AR T S

PRI K9 F 3% 57 RPC Uit 3Rk 1 fiow.

21  RPC stk

T E 7S K #HiE
1 St 8-bit FrR i Ay
2 VA 921 24-bit RPCE ¥ =
3 Esml n-bit BT (AT i)
n ®tn 'y nobit Hofin (i)

1, T B, AR T A 2 5L
S A5 A T A7 AR 3R (B, JUJE 0 ot i SN B 5
AR B AR PR 8T, A 45 iy a2 (Bl A . 38 s s 3 2.

F 2 Bkl
5 47K K ik
1 Hdifld 8-bit S LA
2 WA R Type 8-bit HE AR B
3 F AT E Len 16-bit AT E(PTIE)
4 AT Value n-byte MR

ZEEAAR RPC hCSEIL 1 LS I 5lE e 4%

Z I8 RGO &R, ﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁﬁ‘]%ﬁﬁ%iﬂ?f@
REJ, A1 G —HIgm PR R, % F AR RS
Y 1 8 I OB R A T R
3.4 WHEFESNEHIfE iR

N T AETC L BRI B0 (=] U4 LR
YA P LSO R TE A P AT PR I, I 7] EDA FREE 2
A8 1. Morpheus A PRCEARBE T P9 FRe R 1
A8 % J S, 73 9 R ML A% i ) O S Verilog i R 2 1
(Verilog procedural interface, VPI) &% J5 ufi.

H e NG A2 A i o SE BT — A AT BRI BT RISC-V
PRAHIE 0.13 FA ) DM Ji5 o, R85 {81 B[ X RISC-V
frontend #1778 75 3. RN, AT BEFES A7 & MPSSE

WG FL 4%, Morpheus $2& £t T 2T MPSSE K& f5
vy, {H LR BT Morpheus 431247 F F 41, 3% A B
fIX VO &R Fr s R (AL S RS2 T

VPI 1% % 5 s 2t 72540 OpenOCD 1] JTAG-
VPI £ 1", §85 EDA 1 FLIASE FUE, #:1F EDA #5;
Hi ) RISC-V 1.0 ) DM % DTM, 24t 7F EDA /i &
FREE Ot A 5 U B U5 ) 5 4% ) e
3.5 RGVIRRTE

T Morpheus VAR A G Rl 2 AR o o
AT 53847 A 4L, éﬂﬁﬁlﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ RPC J7 A H.#E
4’594°L4§ﬁ}?5ﬁ&% Pt NIt 0 BRI B 5 &
EE%%lﬂﬁE’JlﬁHﬁFH)iﬁné #, 0 RPC TGk IEH TAE.
.lﬂ:, TEREAT WA AR B 2 2000 N IR AR B A R,
PRIGRC A5 F AR FE T WA 56 4 — 5, Wil 4 fos.

BRI C B

A 4

Y1k RPC
g

|

Hr Dl & Bl A
ELEES

\ = mA R
- 4 5 7
e
Y
Bt (R
W

4 Morpheus 1P SCHARMEAL S =N 5 shii e B

4 MR ) BAR S
1 BZ&ipaiRiE
PEADFR 2617 0] 18 SR IS, BHALT ML GDB server
B SR AL BE, LA RPC 77 A T & i
L k) RISC-V frontend ZH 443347 8 FH, RISC-V
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frontend HRAR i & FLE 26 U 7] J7 20, BEAT T 38 1 52 400tk
Bl ER M bR 4O R A R DM U ]S, B2
A D FELF (1) DTM A& 44z 1 BT B2 1) )5 i & . Hl
T RISC-V frontend 415 transport backend ZH 1444 7]
BATAE R UG EC A% b, FL R 0 2% 4 FH g i) 8 5
B, WORH LG T AL B R ) 1) 7 SRR PR A B I N
By BRIk B AR T, R AL S (R
1) H i, Hm AR Al 5 fros.

AT IR

PC RS/ s g EREEAE
PRy I J7 2

PC i Ve

AT FE S RPC A,
RISC-V debug frontend
IEERC dF_FIEAT

PC Tkt

PC Hehitiz el
LRk
PC “

Bl5s  aZisin el

4.2 Flash FhERHZRE

Flash 17-fifi % 2 AT FUATHERR, T J5 4 IR IR FF 4L
Wi TTEEHRE. FEEE R (KR A
MR T2 NVM 774 2207 {EAH L RAM
1M & , Flash /71l 2% 5 Z4RF IR0 5 N 7 AT dn 2, g
FERT L AR E A WA A[H Flash 752 A 114

36 LiteLEik Special Issue

FEARAY FRNSEER, o FH T7 5 1) A 28 7 m) I A vk
X Flash £7fifg 2% () 4m A2 in) @ DRI L FRATT 5] N — /N )
JZ, Bl Flash BXEHHLAEIT, st RF R G RFEES
Flash [14mF4 n] 8.

T =ML A5 2 4238 15 2238 15, Morpheus 1
ISR NP B RCR AR BT, A 2Rl OpenOCD
¥ Flash 3Xzh B 2 S2BUE EAUMP Flash 3X3h 77 %, 5%
#1118 FI £ F Flashloader (%) Flash JXZ) J5 .

Flashloader #& —#1.1ij B.11) fﬁj‘ﬁ%ﬁﬁ\ IR &S
SENLEEAT T R 45 EIRE L A#4% T SoC library
o R i SRS B b4 17 5 N, GDB server
% He SoC Tibrary #f HARGERL B, 5 /2 755K %
Flash 063 7 2. 75 7 ) B S 2 1R T
Flash [X [, M| 22 4% N e 2607 I i 2.

#1 F 7 05 1a) ik 2% 8] J& T Flash X [E], Ul GDB
¥t GDB server 153K HAx R Gk (w221 4R )5,
GDB server K iR¥E KRGl &, R R4 EFHFH—k
B AT AT BN AEEL, R RS NN AE, 1N
AR TAEX. B2 TAEX G, B TAEX 0 Afe
FIX 5% 550X, % Flashloader 5 N7 X. F{#
ffl Flashloader 5 GDB server &4 %€ I 1] ABIL, 1817
Flashloader M1 U640t #2 5 5 KR 72, AE# A G610
¥R R T 5E G, N RAEEIA: GDB server ¥
S R B B B 28 o X 5 N Bt B i AT
Flashloader {5 N2, /i 88 A28, HEIPTE
SR 34778 IF S SPlash 1. 75 Flash 4255 5,
GDB server 432 {T Flashloader f¥]/% %] WHIL TR AR, W PR
RO, SRR TR X, 56 OB TR TR,
R 6 Frs.

f# F§ Flashloader [¥] Flash 4if2 77 =X, T R A
HHEH ENBORAE R Es LS T I E AF %) Flash $%i
I BT AT A B ARAE 10 7 U AR T AR AR IR, 1R
R, A A TR REris T ERE, H
FEAIK 7 Morpheus A £ [ & 2% £ : Morpheus A& £ AN 75
BN BATAT Flash #2585 (IS A2 7, AN 75 B 4% R bRk
B2 O 400 Flashloader, 568 P 8 £ 10 3 £E 51 A9 Flash
A 76 P AT K RE J1 A R, TG R g 1R
AR, AL 75 4] A8 0 SoC library BB BT S EF, 77K
KNY6 5 I & J& #1; Morpheus 43 [ BA Y 75 4857 — 1y
F & T RMARCHD, B Al sSEIASE 58 . AR A 0K
B SoC HISCH, A 80 1 AFHE 7).
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GD32VF103 &7 F &, ITAG TCK #iZ ¥ & 4 MHz.

PC Flash 472 5k OpenOCD E MR MM kR, FTDI 1E A 1538 fic 4% 1
THR, X RAM MZmfEid K 2974 57 KB/s, %} Flash [
25#] SoC library TR )N 10 KB/s.
PC TR N . = S L
Flashloader £ 524 F ) GD32VF103 i F & 1, ITAG-
| TCK % % 52 {59 4 MHz. Morpheus 1§ 8 6l
PC | e H, GD32VF103+Morpheus [ {{f: 9 18 1R AL 25 1) T
@‘\?5) SR, X RAM 48 2494 141 KB/s, %f Flash [f]
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