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Abstract: Traffic flow prediction is an important method for achieving urban traffic optimization in intelligent trans-
portation systems. Accurate traffic flow prediction holds significant importance for traffic management and guidance.
However, due to the high spatio\temporal dependence, the traffic flow exhibits complex nonlinear characteristics. Existing
methods mainly consider the local spatiotemporal features of nodes in the road network, overlooking the long-term
spatiotemporal characteristics of all nodes in the network. To fully explore the complex spatiotemporal dependencies in
traffic flow data, this study proposes a Transformer-based traffic flow prediction model called multi-spatiotemporal self-
attention Transformer (MSTTF). This model embeds temporal and spatial information through position encoding in the
embedding layer and integrates various self-attention mechanisms, including adjacent spatial self-attention, similar spatial
self-attention, temporal self-attention, and spatiotemporal self-attention, to uncover potential spatiotemporal dependencies

in the data. The predictions are made in the output layer. The results demonstrate that the MSTTF model achieves an
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average reduction of 10.36% in MAE compared to the traditional spatiotemporal Transformer model. Particularly, when

compared to the state-of-the-art PDFormer model, the MSTTF model achieves an average MAFE reduction of 1.24%,

indicating superior predictive performance.

Key words: traffic flow prediction; intelligent transportation; spatial-temporal dependence; Transformer; self-attention
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1 n
Loss:; ; 1Y; = Xoutput! (23)
3 SEER AR \
31 SRARE v\

N T Fi%: MSTTE 1) SEBRA A ri ARG RIAE 3 A
FL9 A2 BB AEAE PeMS04, PeMS07 Fil PeMS08 34T
Sl PeMS MOl 4 R A RIAR B TE M A A AL (Cal-
trans) K AT FIACIEEPEEE, B Caltrans PEREN = R4t
(California Transportation Agencies (Caltrans) Perfor-
mance Measurement System (PeMS)) i i 3 & 7€ i F
A8 JE N = I T D e 2 % B P PR 8 S N R
B ARE R 1 Por. Hrh, PeMS04 1% i 307 4>
PRI EFERM IR, PeMSO07 K H 883 MA 4%, PeMS08
KE 170 NMEME. A T 5 RS HINRTT R FE B,
ARGy 3 A 6:2:2 I ELIRI 73 Il 2R,
B R AN AR

* 1 BdRdR

A Wl PHC R (min) IS T 1

PeMS04 307 16992 5 2018/01/01-2018/02/28
PeMS07 883 28224 5 2017/05/01-2017/08/31
PeMS08 170 17856 5 2016/07/01-2016/08/31
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3.2 N ERR

TESEES Y, AT 3 N R bR, B MAE
(P XT R %), RMSE (177 %) F1 MAPE (113
Y F 1 o LUR ), SR S B A e 1, A xRdn

N
1 .
MAE = + Zl i =3 (24)
1 N
RMSE = || & D bi=5iF (25)
i=1
1 ¥ yi—$
MAPE = — ‘;' x 100% (26)
N ; Vi

3.3 BHIRE

P S8 #E BL 4 NVIDIA GeForce 3060 GPU

132 GB WAFHIMLAE E3E4T, {8 PyTorch 1.13.1 Al
Python 3.9.16 SEEMFF 5. ‘Hil‘ﬂﬁté%iﬁﬂy 5 min, ]
W% T h (12 %) BBAER BT 1 h (12 %) MASHET
i, B2 B TN AR SO S /NS FURFAE ] 2 (19 A4 &,

YRR AR I EH L, Bk = 48 B dim DA R ARALL 25 1) B K
/N res BATIRZR, W 5 FioR, 4 k=4, L=5, dim=64,
res=5 I}, SEEG T B AR 2 B/, BURIRAR. At
KH AdamW AL ZS. 2% 21 %58 0.001, #ILEKDA 16
(HHT PeMSO07 B& MY fiid 2, ABF 7t & KN E
A 4), epoch 4 300. # I SHHEILFEF FIRZED
B WKl 6 Frow, AR SCH AT 100 AT AT AL R R, BE
EIEARIREL epoch IUECHE I, FoINKS FE 2285 1w, %
FEAH BRI PRISCSL. L\
3.4 REITHREL "

297 B UE MSTTE £ KU X 3582 38 37 K 391 T
*ﬂﬁ&&'@e, B0 5 5Pl w5 S i3k 1) 2 8 it
BERITEAT XF LL 23 #7. 31X 5 AN FEGAEAL 33l STGCN,
STSGCN, GWNET, STTN, PDFormer. 27" STGCN,
STSGCN, GWNET A4 Hif 45 A S 3k 1 i 2 I 36 A ) 2%
}i%l: STTN M1 PDFormer /& H B #5633 i) Transformer
R PRSI FE AN AR L S 4030 5 MSTTF
T ) 2 08 B bR, PRI S 56 B0 1 B S v SE .

—— , =1 —dim=16 145}
0 =2 | s pZAmmli dim=3 4
— k=3 — 4 ——dim= L
15} — k=4 /// = ~ 16t —dim=128 140
—i=s -5 / ’ —dim=256
g 14 B # /// § 16 7L;7 / g | g 135+
L *L=8 g -
s //// s = = | = S0t
13-///// 4y 12.5¢
/ Z_—~ L
P T Ty S 12‘0”.”.4”””
123456789101112 123456789101112 123456789101112 123456789101112
Step Step Step ! - Step
(a) FFIEEBCEXT SRS IR0 (b) WERZHO S R R (c) B2 4k FEXT %ﬂﬂ‘ I‘allﬁﬂﬁ?é"ﬁ (d) AL AN BT 3515 [R] 25 5 )
. o«
16.0 T 13.55
14.50 150 13.50
155} ‘
1425} 13.45 |
150 14.
S 14.00 3 g 145 D340t
13.75 S 145¢ = 1335}
: ‘ 14.0 :
13.50 F14.0F 1330
13.25 L R = Y R 13560 o X . 135, X . X 13.25 t, X X X ¥ X .
1 2 3 4 5 1234567289 16 32 64 128 256 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
k L dim res

(¢) RFKHEM ST 19 MAE Y918
K s

3.5 XWLERSH

2R TEAFBIEET, & MERXRK 1h
AL ST 35 TR 1 R 45 R W, AR SRR MSTTF
U5 7 BT RS2 36 2R . STGCN, STSGCN A1 GWNET
TX I PR 5 ) () 4 I 4% R R BE A A A B S R
K, RGN 4 RS B N G S PN R, TR A I IR

88 R4 % System Construction

() AEM L ZET I MAE 346 (g) ARIFRIRZ4EEE T 10 MAE BE (h) AN AR SN 0T 1) MAE 3918
RNESBHKE NI MAE AR L # S

) 2% T AR S, S0 58 8 I 1D B )RR TG 92: 78 7 #2408
TG HET SO A2 I R AR I 5. STTN MM FE A% &
Transformer H I [ I 8] B 93 5 BRI 23 8] B 93
WAL IR 1R v @ X k1A ab i e ot STl el I o 5/ ==
w7 PRI HERG . 1) PDFormer 8 i I IE IR VE & )
PLAIFZ I 720487 R0 I s S IRARAE, 7K 7719 R
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i H AR SN A

() AH EL 20 ) 90 B, RS T ANEE (K T AR . 7 S i

B 5 SRS AU B I TR BT AT T ] IR,
ij:l_g

b, MSTTF j@ ik et —Ffr iy [B] -2 (8] 5 ¥ = AL, ik 1S B e S 4 MU & ZS IR I A2 4.
120 F . . .
—— train_loss 120 L ——train_loss ——train_loss
—val_loss —val_loss 100 —val _loss
100 |
100
80 |
80 [
o = *f )
60 60 |
40}
40 40 +
20} 20t 28 _
0 25 50 75 100 0 25 50 75 100' 5 0 25 50 75 100
R R -y R
(a) PeMS04 5 2k IS Sl i 28 (b) PeMSO07 13 RHi8k 1 £ (c) PeMSO08 151 4 YA &4 ih 2%
"
Kl 6 gk i s 2k
K2 SRRV R EER A N BT A
.- PeMS04 L PeMS07 PeMS08
MAE MAPE (%) RMSE MAE MAPE (%) RMSE MAE MAPE (%) RMSE
STGCN 21.276 ¢ 14.812 32.909 22.018 12.243 33.683 16.9889 12.224 26.542
STSGCN 21.145 14.823 33.017 23.864 11.369 36.542 16.649 11.140 25.978
GWNET 19.409 13.464 30.695 20.791 9.546 33.865 15.068 10.311 24.056
STTN 20.023 14.071 31.463 21.283 10.546 34.284 15.559 11.293 24.468
PDFormer 18.364 12.115 29.998 19.854 8.526 32.889 13.584 9.128 23.501
MSTTF 18.121 12.264 29.847 19.544 8.57 32.796 13.470 9.243 22.801

NY B MM R R MSTTFE BEAY (K4 %1, A ik
BEALIERE T LR (dayl, day2) B SEEE FN & 45
[Py T 4 AT T AL R TR, AR IE S Y 11 T v
Wi, i 7 B, 25 RS 3 (RS B OOK 2 S BURME AR
B, AFTMEE, 3 BLRATRE I R A EH s 43 T EAT .
Forp S 0 il 4 S TR A8 I ) FL SR K. A 7 AT DA

G, HE LR BT th A 5 K BTN 52 R (B ARk,

ELAS AT 27, 2T BB B 2 P T B A X Trans-
Mmmﬁﬁﬁwﬁiﬁy%%ﬁéﬁﬁﬁﬁMﬂ%%
A b R A PRI 2 REAE . RIS, MSTTF A% A
% PDFormer Hi% B 4T HLl & T 20 B IS, ix %
2 308 9 A 52 A A1 4 22 ) PR B 2
T L 3% 15 e A 2 ) K S 2 A e 58
RO o AR - A

A EIRLE AN [FI BT 18] 5 7T il 2 6 3 L AR I A A
R, 1, 7 e VBN B, A I I 2 SN, T
TEARIGEIN B, 20 388 97 B FT A e A PR, TR B A St % 18
TR AR AN (7B 1) B 1 O AE B v, 76 PeMS04 B3R
SRR T 4 AN A0 I A BOIEAT S2 56, SRVTAG

AR T E, X 4 AN TA) B4y i AR H
e W A2 I () B (2018 4 2 H 13 H A H1 =1 3:00-
9:00, 16:00-22:00) LA K fh & Exﬁ&zﬁffﬁi ) % (2018 4F
2 A 17 HEH75 3:60—9:00,"16:00—22:00). S 2
f1fE 8 Fia, M 8 FET LA SE], 7 T fF h H I,
AT B A RO 2 5B LA 58 SAT, 7E 4R
SH IR, S (0 T P BE AR X T AR HAFAE R
ZES X ARG R N TE AR S @R & 2 2 H 2 R A
RIS, AR NG 2N, i, 5. X R R 4 33
AR A G ARIGUR, I B BN A AN AR E I
FEPE. T MSTTF ZERRANZ RN T b S (5] — I Ta] B
AT IM A, LA R RE S R A M Hh 2 S IX R AP R L
5 (YIS 2R AR, AT S8 753455 5 f B o4 A b, Y900 A2 3 It
MB35k, R RIS 5 nfa e .

NI FITHRASE R () R 1 R AR 1, B MSTTF 45
T 5 At £ A5 R E AN [ B[] [B]B% (5 min, 15 min, 30 min,
45 min, 60 min) TP REHEAT LR, SEE0 25
% 3 Pron. BT PeMSO07 i #%1 siid £, PeMS08 18
OGS, AR B BT SRS PeM S04 4L
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AT S0 N T T ETNTERE, THE T MAE A MAPE
fabr, FEAG LI aE R 3 d. N 3 R T UE H,
W56 55 T IRF 5 0 386 T, B A AR 1) i 3 i 222 PAI A 16
oUWl A4 At 1 e PRI, A A L & I KR B B 1)
T, IX 3 B I AR R NS B i K A T 177 MSTTF
FEFRI S K 60 min B, MAE 645 bt HAR RS AL 23 59 %
1 19.8%, 21.2%, 8.3%, 13.5%, 1.5%, £ H T F I
{RERA 4. T B & TIOI  BS 0, MSTTF 5 STTN,
PDFormer #H b, MAE ZEAL I TE /N, 7843 BB MSTTF
T I 22 MR A R AL ) Rl e % BE A M 4 5T
T A 25 REAE, B INIE A T A It A S T

450
I 350 ¢ Vs - LA Y
2 250 [ /1 — True STTN
i) - —STGCN ~ — GWNET
g 150f ( STSGCN — PDFormer

50 F : — MSTTF

0:00 3:00 6:00 9:00 12:00 15:00 18:00 21:00 24:00
I} )
(a) day1

0:00 3:00 6:00 9:00 12:00 15:00 18:00 21:00 24:00
I ]

(byday2 =
. -

7 i@%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ@ﬁwﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ

450 F A
400 | [ 5o
3501 300 |
18 300 | L
1= 250 + |
E 200
14150 + I
100 + 100 PDFormer
50 b ‘ 50+ — MSTTF
[ — . . . . . 0L~ . . . . . .
03:00 104:00 0500 06:00 07:00 08:00 09:00 16:00 17:00 18:00 19:00 20:00 21:00  22:00
A ] i ]
(a) TAE H L3E (b) TAEH RIS i)
450
400 |
350 | o
I — 1ruec
ﬂﬂﬂ ;28 [ — STGCN
= STSGCN
B 200 STTN
¥ 150 - — GWNET
100 + PDFormer
50} — MSTTF
0 ,
03:00 04:00 05:00 06:00 07:00 08:00 09:00 16:00 17:00 18:00  19:00 20;00\ 21:00  22:00
ik (i) Frf ] -
(¢) kB A FEi i) (d) AR F R SERe]
B8 MR E T AR F AP F TR
T3 HABIRLEA [ TN ALK T
o 5 min 15 min 30 min 45 min 60 min
MAE ~ MAPE (%) MAE ~ MAPE (%) MAE ~ MAPE (%) MAE MAPE (%) MAE ~ MAPE (%)
STGCN 17.983 12.316, 19.610 13.801 20.973 14.345 22.6881 15.970 24.237 16.959
STSGCN  17.539 12454  19.081 13.457 20.920 14.831 22.661 16.011 24.687 17.206
GWNET 17.536 i,12.481 18.385 12.740 19.415 13.490 20.271 14.111 21.205 14.787
STTN 17375 © 12,042 18.702 12.906 19.819 13.796 20.969 14.742 22.483 16.156
PDFormer  16.370 11.252 17.688 11.874 18.517 12.590 18.940 13.042 19.732 13.522
MSTTF 16.576 11.100 17.517 11.721 18.267 12.235 18.810 12.664 19.443 13.229

3.6 JEENNGIERLSCIE

T PRI AN [ [V T AL R A A T Ak R s
Ma, RS E T S FBAL AR A TF RonG% T SimSSA4
F1 TSSA; STF Fon RAIBR T SimSSA4; TTF &Ko K51k
T TSSA; MSTF £/R 5 AdjSSA F1 SimSSA4; MTTF
FoRHIBR T TSA 1 TSSA; o & A A MSTTF.
[FIFEAE PeMS04 ##i 4R AT S50, brifEsP K4 5 min,

90 R4 % System Construction

T TE] 2 60 min. [FJBFASCIETHE T 5 min, 30 min,
60 min FIPEATFEFR, 45 R Wi 4 Fios. o LUE 2|, MSTTF
AL T HAR 5 AR RAAY, XFEE TTF, MSTF, MSTTF,
AN H, MSTTF PRI [R]-25 [8] B 7 5 LA A5 2 g
oI 25 SR 5 M AR K, 15 B AE S U 2 R AE I, AN e ] 1
by 2% R8BS T PR IR A S, N2 T N O B A |
2 R IXFh 3 A K 2 MRl IR, % EE STF, MTTF,
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i H AR SN A

MSTTF #] LUA I, IS 8] & 70 Ja, B
T aE Rt 2 3R TT, WIS AT T, 74
TP AZ AR ASARCL AR % 0 5 . SRR 45 RORF, AL TV Bl P9, S D AR T B 4% (1) 2 [ 45 4
BETF (K I BRI 25 8] 9 0 BB PTG, 0 A5 2R ) T3 ACIE LA R

R4 HBSLE T RO TSRS

TBETT#RAT B E BTk, ) 75 2L R 02, SRR A 1]
TE R IR 2 S EUR BERE I 3 R B, JU R A K

e RAEEIR TF STF TTF MSTF MTTF MSTTF

MAE 17.198 17.375 17.140 17.237 17.196 16.576

5 min MAPE (%) 11.714 12.042 11.954 12.070 11.767 11.100
RMSE 27.815 27.758 27.726 27.801 27.788 26.959

MAE 20.864 19.419 18.783 20.907 20.866 18.267

30 min MAPE (%) 14.392 13.796 12.669 14.421 14.430 | 12.235
RMSE 33.599 31.327 30.694 33.653 33.589 30.076

MAE 23.719 21.983 21.885 24.941 24.954 19.443

60 min MAPE (%) 17.642 16.156 14.558 L 17.658 17.812 13.229
RMSE 39.630 34.881 34‘.443 b, 39.569 39.608 31.838

MAE 20.985 19.637 19.259 20.788 21.146 18.121

B MAPE (%) 14.642 14.071 12.991 14.651 14.903 12.264

RMSE 33.972 31.463 31.023 33.976 33.940 29.847

4 éld:,: fni y ! techniques and evaluation: Traffic flow prediction using

ACHEH T*ﬁ%ﬁﬁ’ﬂ%ﬁzﬂﬂwf EPE =Wl EEdinE
SR BT (MSTTF), ZHE R A5 A% 5 =1 247 A0
B () 60 2 (B REAE, 3 3 st B ] - 2% (8] 5 33 72 27 ML 9 3R
PR P BT T R A S (AU RRAE, TR0 4248 1 A i
IR, 54 M A2 I8 R TS 2 STGCN, STSGCN,
GWNET, STTN A& PDFormer # tb, A SCARAY G 5 17
LS @I R AR . % e TAE HAVR R H
TR 25 B, & B MSTTF XHAE H X Fh I M 1 22
T ALREAE 2 2] 66 7 T . [R) I AE AN R 8] 55 1 T 45
FXF e, BOUE T AR SCHT RS AL AR b T AR B E K
JE AT A SRR 75— T, AT 44t

DA T 545 I FIF 78 H A PR 300) S8 3L A 52 i

FFARZRYZ IR BN A 2340 A% HoAt 75 2.
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