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MRI Brain Tumor Segmentation Network Using Multi-scale Non-local Self-attention

ZHANG lJian-Xin, LIU Dong-Wei, ZHANG Mu-Qing, HAN Yu-Tong, ZHANG Jun-Xing
(School of Computer Science and Engineering, Dalian Minzu University, Dalian 116600, China)

Abstract: To address issues of the limited receptive field and insufficient global information of the U-Net model in MRI
brain tumor segmentation, this study proposes an improved U-Net model, i.e., PyCSAU-Net, by introducing non-local
self-attention mechanism and multi-scale pyramidal convolution. The given model leverages the three-dimensional U-Net
as the baseline and introduces the extended three-dimensional non-local attention to.the horizontal connection of the
fourth layer, which solves the issue of insufficient long-term modeling ability caused by the limited convolution kernel
size to a certain extent, thus improving the segmentation performance. Moreover, it replaces the normal convolution by
three-dimensional pyramidal convolution with multisscale characteristics to capture more discriminant deep features of
brain tumors at multi-levels and multi-resolutions. The segmentation results of 0.904/0.901, 0.781/0.774, and 0.825/0.824
are achieved on the publicly BraTS 2019 and BraTS 2020 validation datasets on the whole tumor, enhanced tumor, and
tumor core, respectively. It demonstrates the effectiveness and competitiveness of PyCSAU-Net for the brain tumor
segmentation task.

Key words: brain tumor segmentation; U-Net; self-attention mechanism; pyramid convolution; image segmentation
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— P IR . A% G LR B8 (magnetic resonance
imaging, MRI) [A H sl 805 b Ho6P A A4 T 49 35 0 4 0,
O IZ N I R B 2 (2 A a 7. b i e
B FEVEM I, HAN W B SR A B RENLIE BT
DX A R B A 2 B B AR EIAE IR R MRI
i B AR 23 ) 1 A BB Y Rk, 3RAS R I
MRI fixi e 8 sk 70 B H A R KPR,

H 2014 42k, MRI i 8 1) 73 %1 T AR B S B AR b
2 M %% (convolutional neural network, CNN) ]k #%
BT B AR 22 21 9 IR AR ) B ek %y L4, Zikic
S NPIWRZR T CNN B F i g 43 1, 80 %t 4
R AT 5 b R AR A (S BUAS T AT 1 o ISR %
&3 CNN 7E & 22 R 4 B B 1) R R, 324 5 R R
% (fully convolutional network, FCN) J7 &8 &,
Ronneberger 2 A" 2015 £ H) T U-Net 158!, 1R 47
HuIE R TR A EUR S SRS !ﬂﬁi%ﬁﬁl%#ﬁ?ﬁﬁﬂ 3
WL . Hoh Isensee S N T A0
I8 7 EN R 503k ) U-Net, 18331204 Dice 451 5% bR #OFNidE
AT AR M 5 R B 1B I UG DA 4 BORS 2. BE AT
¥ Dense HtP), A5 Ak — 4 8 U-Net If
SRAT T SEORGRA 00 o FeIeg o 4 SR B FERIEE T 4E U-Net
ZEF 23 BIOTVEAEREAT N AR V) v 48 VR I AN 7T 38 4
iy % 2 i J e 1 2 TR A5 UL, D9 T SE A b A 4 = 4
Kol P AR BCE B IR B, Milletari 25 AU R H T
U-Net BIZ8 & =4k i A, 8 21 ] Dice coefficient
307 2K BRI ABORE B4 S0 28 ) AN F- 487 ) . T =4 U-Net
%4, Chen 25 NIE FRFERE /MBI R 4G 2 R

IS5 RANS M ZE AL, DL s AR R R Liu 56, |

NUSIZE [ 2 o R B T — AN R 4R 2 O, BA s 1
926 347 B 43 1 Tang 2506 =4k U-Net 57454
[ 5 2 0 5 0 A, LB SR i 0 24 £ 4 31 e
Zhang % NS USSR FH 2 A 05 35 SR AR (TGS U A
FMERE, BF— D4 m i Y RE; ULl |, Huang
e NV T — AR B8 AR e 0 AR R 58, AT AR AT SR A
FI 43 ) R S IR £ 49 %1 Bl Zhang % AT 5]
ONAR SR 0 47 22 05 R A T SR8 43 ) B R
Guo % N1 Cheng % AUZE B S ity 40 5 00 Jic 78
35 4 B8 BB B, Guo 2 AUV ot o Ak B 5K 58 47 1
YT M %%, Cheng 25 AU VIR 57 F VR 445 e Sk I
2% B Ab, Li % N0 25556 KA FF 280 i P %7 4330 o
53T — I B IR 2 045 S R — B B 2 S B 15 8
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KR4 T RE A ) 73 1, Cheng 25 N PTE 25 1 4 2% (1) Je
it e gk gk /b 3 T I 22 ROBERFAE AR R 3 i R
AIE AR I3 48 9 288 £ A FH SE /DT S S5 Y A A 4O R 3 mT DA
PREFAVE RS BE. 342, B Transformer 78 H 2R E 5 Ak
AT 45 1 B2 S, Chen 28 A\ P23 1) TransUNet
#4 Transformer 5| A& EUZ 5> F U8+, KR IRF CNN
7 AR RO OC 2 07 T 1) SR R A =4 A
H %, Wang 25 NP1 Transformer 51 N\ 21 i g7 43 1
£4h, 454 Transformer Al =4k U-Net A 2 SR 2 T4y
BUE55 RS : L %

it %4 = o UsNetZENN iR 7 EI4E 55 o )08 5 22 B,
%L’S?UWJ%@%@?%&%*E*Z?(/J\BE%MH%@Hﬁé%%
GE IR, 5 7T SR AR T 90 4% 10 4 R AL SRR Al ) A1 2%
BT, B, WnsE A s HAbE BEF, KRR A
T 77 (non-local) BRG] AW 2% b e A, A hnas 3
AR RRIE SR HURE 77, 34 N R 4 )35 @ B A B 4
&SRR AT IS RS oL R B AR T
WA 25 (1) o 1 e 25 b, RSO TG SRR EE
JIFIE TR BN 2 REEEJR &6 B 3 72 77 i i 8 25 %1
M 2% (PyCSAU-Net). AL FE oIkl F: 1) LAZ i fix
Jirt e 43 2B 9 8% ZE R U-Net A FERL, M OSSP 25 8 45 F1
WK /N2 R T B K PR B A AR R AN A2 1) A B T,
P 7 MR TR R B ML ) A e
7% PyCSAU-Net. 2) PyCSAU-Net /8B4 55 4 2 1]
R GINY R 10 = A J) E ke LASR v X 4%
I 3 B B TR A 7, (R I 2 p R SRR
BOKRESE BB BN B 2 RS U = e 4 i
TSR R B JEL 1 50 e i e 0 A, S 90 AE Bk
BRI 4% 1 A iR 4 P RE. 3) £E A TF I BraTS 2019
F1 BraTS 2020 #4f 4 bxf prie i v 4T 17 780 56
UE, Y Rl S0 R 6T bE SR 56 25 AR B T TR T A
WA TR .

1 X2 BEa Je S S B
1.1 PILRZEH

fE U-Net P28 (1) N R e, B T4\ BA 1)
JOSFARWHR /IS, A ] 38 G Hh 2 75 2 — 2 23 a) {5 2 A0 4
TGRS TR AR S AEE AR E . KANA—H
2 FOROR % ) B, 330 U-Net 8 /N R ~F B8 (10 4 BT
%W BRI AN 2. T AT R 2 R R
Je #8943 1 9 4% PyCSAU-Net, & PL=
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4k U-Net P28 /RN FARNELR, 7528 55 4 J2 M n) 7 42
IR B = 4R R A R AR, R AE T SR
MrBeR B 2 R f i) = 4 & I8 G RHEAE, ok
TE BURT A 80R B4 JR) )RR AEAS 2 A0 2 ROBE JR) 304 48
REAE AT JEL 00 G i 98 20 s8] DX 24 TR 26 A 28 n ] 1
FrR.

HARKE, PyCSAU-Net #5 £ 48 U-Net WX 4% 242

16x1283
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‘ 128%16° 128x16°
| “ t_ =
LT
' f
256x8}

Fa), R G R 25 350 70 AN R 35 350 23 AL R, 73 v ]l i A
[ AR T 3. RN BB K/ 4x128%128x
128 14 3%, Hrf 4 J9idiE 4L, 128x128x128 iy N\ fivi /i
I8 BV K/ FEGRBS T 43, A8 & E5 5 BB 5 4
U-Net bR RS H. teab, Kb Ko 2 [ =4k i
Kb BAE R ITTE T T RIFE, 1 — IR RFRAE
Jei, P e e LB R /N, T T 5 o — s

16x128°

32x64

¥

-

Standard
convolution

Self-attention
block

Pyramidal
convolution

[, Downsampling

i 7

Input

Upsampling Do

@ Element-wise addition Skip connection

1 PyCSAU-Net [{IM 48 HEZE K

7 25 R 5 4 b 4 A b SRREREE AL i, 5 4 A
K AU I AT A PO WS 1E b SRR R R
ST 5 3 AR Pk /N T — £, SOk, DA
RS2 T 19 2 D35 SR A 1 SR K/ 6 S 3
R LR BN TS 4 R B, TS
PR AR TT 20 2 6 FROM T AR R, T DAY R /N 4R DUR
A7, AR S AT /IR SRR 4 1. TR |
T3 0 R 304, AT AR 1< L SRR R AFHRAE
K 3 AT B O 30 o e O
SR ‘ g !
L11 AR R ki

[ 2 I H L — R B A R A R SR B
VAT HE G5 4 B VR, FO i 67 26 25 40 S5 DM 7T
SRR 40 R 2 04 8. JLeb, R o B 3 2 AL
e EVE B TR0 R, T DU RO K R R IR
LR {0 R ST R, A A i R P 0% o
H AR XS 2B PR 2 10 T B . b, (S BYAESR I
[ 2 RS A G AT TR R 4 BT 45 I, Joid
RE =4 U-Net 5049, ¥54F R B0 25 7R e\ — 46 J
F YRR RS I 2 R,

Input feature:

X (B,C,H,W,D)
L

v\
Wy 1x1x1

(B, CI2, {ixWxD)

A

V.
i l| Wy: 1x1osl

(B, C/2,HxW>§D)\ «(B; €12, FixwxD)

\

Wy 1x1x1

K Vv

(B, C/2, HXWxD)
(B, C/2, H, W, D)

Output feature: ¥
2 FEREEEEE I E

7t PyCSAU-Net H, = 4E3E R i & J1 1 H
THHEAIY RN 355, B2, B AE U-Net FRAFFEIUN 3
IR R X L 2 AT i 1, 22k AR it i@t 3 Ml
SLHY 1x1x1 B (Wo, Wi, Wy) BRVE 2B, 1 % N RFAE
B I TE Ot 19 B 48R (B, C/2, H x W x D) [ 4n
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T 3 AMRHIE R E(Q,K. V): 1845 2 2 ) B B B MO, A 6 AR 1 £ R
0= Unfold(XWo), K = Unfold(XWx), V = UnfoldxWyy e EEBMOIM S G R 2R B, A7 T £ 6 215

(1) RSO  4) F145

Hor, Unfold(-) % 7w ¥ (B,C/2, H,W,D) [f] I & J& 7T N 1.1.2 SFEGRGER
(B,C/2,Hx W x D) {11 &, STEBETRAGENEH, G EHEE AR
SRIG, 2t O, K 1 S R, SR8 % /1185 KU TG, TEBUITI REBRK
HIREA, BRIERPAME R 2R Em BTN BRI BOVIRIE R E R, e
HIek; HEHFH Sofimax BRACM TERE Ay RpEsEAT ) IRHORIZT IR 25 T AT AR AN I3 2 RS B
AL, R A A R A A RIS A O R LRSI A
Vi e SRS RS Bl A, Ay BERMERITOL T, B AR R A E N, 12

1 %ﬁﬂ%ﬁé?%%ﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁmg3%ﬁ
oK o B {5 S A e A ) R
= somar| 2K 0= v Q) LRREHO A, 580 NP0 AL, TR0 65

NRFAE B AR R FAS TR RN A% IR R 73 41
R, B 4 JEos TP AR, 4T 8 A
SO\ R R G T 4(a) R T — B NRRIE B
LRI L. e rh PR (TR 5 55 T AR AR B PR S,
B A i HH A A 1R A 04 4 B i A B N R AE 1L AE

Y = Convl (fold(0)) +X 3) 4(b) H, ATRLEE B N RHE BB AL, I HARS
Horfr, Convl ¥ ReiHIE AL 1x1x1 BRRAE, fold(-) RS TN, XA EOR RN B,
FERREL Unfold(-) RSHRAT, T8 NRFIERI4ERE RN, fEA5F AR BE DR/ T 2 A5, M ESE IR, WX & E

AR5 8 B v R ) 2 A P S I A e V2Bl Z ).

S, 6 JERE O MYERE K/ A (B.C[2.H, WD),

BRI P 2 i e N A P 5 3 U A, 3
FHRLE R R B 44 Y, 5 R L
Wl 3):

A Kn | Level \
e e e L)
[ =
S el R -
| IS o, T
D } QE) i E \ | \ ;".{ v vv v
s R (] i H
g - -
w :r 7777777777 K2$ Level 2 - | D, D, D, D,
Input feature maps i i Output feature maps
-NE - KL Level 1 W\“‘J 777777 ‘
" E)
2 3 BRI
I, 456 F R ER B R B S 4 SR R AE AR LA,
Input feature maps Input feature maps ., P . e , ,
] l_gil_‘dl:t_lLs_‘Lﬁ_‘Lz_' 3 @ g;%{%é% E"Jq’%ﬁﬂé ;%n ’I%‘)%ELB*%?EH%{J_.EL?%% E"J#%'G_E
Li;;%ﬁ%;aiJ Sz SRS A 2R, ERE SR T B R,
nEEnooan BRI W TR R SR
Output feature maps Output feature maps 1.2 j:;ﬁ 9& B %I
(a) Groups=1 (b) Groups=2

FESUK R H b, R Dice 45 2k bR 2 Lpe A28 XA
K BRI Lop 45 A 1E 2 PyCSAU-Net I 45 ) i 4451 2%
FE =4 U-Net ZLR iR A G 7 BB BB, 7T LA AL Hor, Dice )2 N T B2 27 G 23 H1 4
FEZ A RZ BN, R E VR RS 2. [ 15k, RERSAT R A BE SR AN i O AR 28 SO 55 )

K4 o HBERUREE)
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i H AR SN A

AT AR R 2 A 55 AN A I R, D I SR S PR
FEPR Z A A 22 5. P00 K% B BRI T 328 300 3l O

2 ZZO yidi

Ly =1- == “4)
Zi:O i +3i)
Leg ==, > ¥logs, )
ieN [eL
HA R Lpcg 1€ X anX (6) FTw:
Lpce = aLpc + (1 —@) Lcg (6)

AN -7 I S i feh 988 3 A 55 Hh K AR £E 11
B, K Dice #12k #1 Cross-Entropy 15 2k 4L &4 2%
BRI Lpcg PIAE—EREE ARG i n) .

2 SREGANGE R
2.1 LWESHE ) "

IRt R 88 43 5 BEESRFE) Py Torch RFE 2 )
HEZESE IR, FEAERE 3 A WK 24 GB A7 GTX 3090
GPU [IRE{F 3858 R BEAT I ZRAni. sEEe K H Adam
Ak 2, HIHE 120 0.001, BN 0.95, FE RN
1E-5, fib& KA 4, IZREECH 500 F¢.

22 HIRESTAE

VEAL PyCSAU-Net 7E o it 83 73 FIATE 55 H (1 e,
% FH BraT$S 2019 #1 BraTS 2020 AN AT $cds 523047
Al BraTS 2019 £ 4 0 2 Il 25 H0 40 48 A0 56 1k 2
PE e, Hoh I SR dE 2 0035 335 B R B, b
259 1 N E 2B R 5 (HGG) 51, 76 151 9 2 il i

JiUR (LGG) J 515 56 Uk A SR A0 55 125 iR Rl |

BEH. 7E BraTS 2020 £+, GBI EY B
T #1369 BIHATEX 5 HGG F1 LGG, T IE 0 4
TREE T 125 BIRENSEZ . *

TE P HO el A B ) MRT S 3 5
T1 AL (T1). XFEGJE T1 AL (T1ICE/T1Gd)~ T2 M
B (T2) PR AR I EE B (FLAIR) 4 Fifsias. B S
o5 T A e i TR i P RE R AR BB L. 1 S R,
M B A FLAIR. T1. TICE/T1Gd. T2 iX
4 PR T BLSERRZS (ground truth). Hodr, FEAN EE
B S AR R 2 AR A SC 50 1) B M IR U 3h 43 B AR,
T—MEE s ARERE —MIREE, 4.6 (1) %
HINBCRIAESE SR X 38, S (R % 2) ARFR A K X 35k,
T (b2 4) ARG G SR R . 4 BIVP Al i br 25 R

JEH & T IX A R 3 AR X, RIEEAN R (WT,
FREZE 1. 2 Fl 4 IHA X3 MO (TC, #7558 1.
4 A X k) A MR (BT, #5%5 4). IIZEHE M
FLSLARZS HH BraTS MIZH 35 4240, i T30 uF 30l 55 1)
PR ANKE 2 ARFF T, 5 85 4 22 B T I sl of A 28 g
W25 B FEAT VP AL LA R 285 AL BB AN 2 TE . 72 1
g6 BV AL B T, Sy g e 288 ) AN P v R, D 46 P
PEAR/NEET N 128x128x128, X FEA] LN BR K BT
HRAT G K. I Bk B R kAT Z (4
H— AL B K BB AE[-10°, th"]?ﬁEl P EAT BEATLE
%ﬂ‘?ﬁi&ﬁ[—gh 0. 192 JBI PR i AL 3 P i A%

15 MRI i g 2 B2 UG K bR 25 7 1
2.3 WNRE
DA I 286 A5 7R 1) 43 BAORS FE S 22305 Dice AHAUFE
43 ¥ (DSC) F1 95% Hausdorff P B (HDys) iX W N8R
i &, AT T 3 AN T I e M (WT).
SRR (ET) FRE %0 (TC) 4 BFAE. DSC #&
052 PP 2% ABE TR (10 22 4 B OO N B SR 28 2 [ R
BE CREAR), e 3L (7) s
ynp| L -Y-P
' [Y[U1P] Y2+ P?
ek, VARSI Th R P A B .
; HDys 8% FFAE 5T 30 7 00 B e I Ak 35 43 1
TIO FF) i 55 B Sl 2 T, L s (8) B
HDos (Y, P) = max{dyp,dpy} (®)
Hor, dyp 2 TA 2R 5 B SHE N 5SS 95 B A FE
B, dpy & LSS TR 2 ] 5K 38 95 0 EE .
24 LRSS0
FEUE PyCSAU-Net A 2P, KA BraTS 2019
A1 BraTS 2020 4 4L AT ALIE AL . 5%, 7£ BraTS
2020 YIZR A UFHAR 4R b kAT &35 (PyConv)
AR RS EE R T (SA) REHR AT Bl S gs, LAPEAl X o
JigRg o E R 25, BETRT7E BraTS 2019 F1 BraTS 2020
IO UEEHE B b e Ao L S
24.1 HRhSLES L5 R
7 BraTS 2020 Yl ZxEd 5 b, FIH T4 58 ik

DSC(Y,P) = 2x

(7
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SRR & A AR AR J5) 30 B R Do R A A 1
oG fik 8 43 FIAE 55 RO SCR, BRI ] = 4 U-Net /E N3
AR g & T IEB B ER N B U-Net FRFE
IE AR % PyConvU-Net, #43E /36 B 4 & 1A He
MO FIEE 4 2 (ke ] 3 PO i SAU-Net, #54
B 4 ok T R PyCSAU-Net #E47 M L8, AR
Rl SEIR 45 R AN 1 Fs.

F 1 BraTS 2020 YR8 DSC F&45 7 fih Sz 06 45 5

5Bk WT ET TC
U-Net (FEZE715) 0.901 0.783 0.823
SAU-Net 0.906 0.790 0.836
PyConvU-Net 0.909 0.788 0.834
PyCSAU-Net 0.910 0.792 0.846

# 1 o[ WL, PyCSAU-Net 7£& H 51| Hi [ 4 1Y
W DSC 1355 fec i, TE5E A R 43 55 g AR T % o0
SARISEBLT 0910, 0.792. 0.846 [f] DSC 4 EIKEE, 4
AR L 7325 0.9% - 0.9% F1 2.3%. HhAh, Xf T
WG 4 BRI R 3 PR ) MO
SAU-Net fil PyConvU-Net £, .71 SAU-Net 7£ 584
JIgRa 458 s e R R AZ 0 23 I SE B T 0.906+ 0.790-
0.836 (1) DSC 4y FIKE [, 15 3 2 77 A0 EE 43 il 386
0.5%, 0.7% 1 1.4%, Kl 2 e MRz 0 B4R,
AT 5CE A &3 R A mT DL i Sy AN R
Ji9R 73 1. [RI B¢, PyConvU-Net 7658 4 . 18958 iR
AR 2% 0043 B SR EL T 0.909. 0.788. 0.834 [ DSC
Sy BIRERE, 5 EET7VE S G N 0.8%, 0.5% 1 1.1%,
150 B 4 7 1 A RS i i 98 4 1 PR . 25 b

S8 45 R AT U ) < B BB HR AN AR JR) 8 VR 0

BOF T ik e 88 7 A 55 A 2501k

ik — B IAE PyCSAU-Net %4 B (o 25k,
U7 BraTS 2020 MeilE B 14T 1 s s, 1
369 7K MRI [ {475 BraTS 2020 il 25 $040 4 b i
AL SR G R AERLT ) 125 N6 IE B S 45 R s 3
H 77 BraTS Wui AT 48— PPl SLiess R unsk 2 Fik.

22 BraTsS 2020 ¥61F5E DSC 4845 T fit S 06 45 51

s BARFE T — 3. LI 45 KW, PyCSAU-Net 1
SE AR L 38 5 R AT R A% 0 40 B SEBL T 0.902,
0.774. 0.824 [ DSC 4r FI¥E BE, 5 HET75EAHEL 73 7
140 0.8%, 1.2% F1 2.5%, F—KIEH T PyCSAU-Net
1 g P98 23 A 2. 7E BraTS 2020 364iF Hdin 4
L, S PR N R A% 0 (R A3 B RE LTS B T i, X
DR, & BB HREE S A=
(Y2 A T LA A X 28 A 28 0 S v B4 R AE A5 S,
DAHERS 43251 i 3g X 3. ¢\
242 MHEBAR

JLJF, 7E BraTS 2019 1 BraTS 2020 $1F 44545 -
Hﬁi&ﬁ&iﬁﬁ Bl Aty R it — 25 BRAIE BT 4 HH B (g 32
PCHERN A 2. 3 3 RIS 4 4% ) Bom TR th I 45 A
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